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THE LAKES REGION WINGS
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Our 27th Year

From the Chapter Director
Can you believe that fall is now here in full force?
Well I have to admit that I haven’t ridden my
motorcycle as much as I have this year. I got my
bike on April 22nd and I have over 8000 miles on
it. A most amazing machine!
As we start to wind down our current ride schedule,
Chapter ride coordinator John Sheehan is hard
at work on next year’s schedule. We even have
an added ride this coming Saturday (10/10) to the
Fryeburg Fair up in Fryeburg, Maine with a stop
along the way at Whitehorse Motorcycle Press/
Accessories in North Conway. Watch your emails
for the event alert with ride details.
Last month’s Chapter Gathering saw Assistant
Chapter Director Carole Sheehan at the helm.
Carole did a fantastic job and that being said,
for 2016 Carole will be conducting the Chapter
Gathering once a quarter to get used to the idea
as I will be stepping down at the end of 2016.
We are currently in the development of a Chapter
Patch. We should have a prototype to be able to
show at the November Chapter Gathering. These
patches can be displayed on your vests.
In case you haven’t heard, Wing Ding will be held
in again in Billings Montana Labor Day week
next September. I just received a notice that they
moved the date back one day so that the rally will
end on a Saturday instead of Sunday like it did
this year.

After the September Gathering, there were three
bikes that went out on the ride to York Maine for
killer lobster rolls in spite of the rain. On that ride
were Mike Vaillancourt, Dick Boucher, and visiting
Chapter Directors from Chapter NH-E Ron &
Suzie Black. The lobster rolls were great and the
restaurant was a new facility this year and very
nice. Goes to show you the weather can’t keep
Gold Wingers from their appointed lobster roll!
The fall foliage ride that was held on September
26th was a success. It was led by Ride Coordinator
John Sheehan. There were guests from Chapter
NH-A that rode along with the group. Attending
from Chapter NH-A were Francine & Ray, Frank
Clayton, Joanne & Ray, and David & Sue Perrin.
The ride after the Gathering this month, weather
permitting, will be through the New Hampshire/
Vermont
countryside
ending up at the Beech
Hill Farm Stand and
Ice Cream Barn in
Hopkinton, N.H. This ride
was submitted by Bev &
Roger Kindred. They are
invited to lead the ride
should they so desire.
See You at the Greenside
on the 11th.

Mike Vaillancourt
Chapter G Director
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NATIONAL, REGIONAL &
N.H. DISTRICT STAFF
GWRRA President, Anita Alkire
president@gwrra.org
800-843-9460
Executive Director of GWRRA, Ray & Sandy Garris
director@gwrra.org
800-843-9460
Region B Directors, Tom & Renee Washuk
regionbdirectors.tom.renee@gmail.com
570-474-1014
2013/2014 Reg. B Couple of the Year, Bob & Julie A’Hearn
rahearn914@aol.com
301-997-1254
N.H. District Directors, Ed & Denise Heath
gwrranhdd@msn.com
603-934-4168
N.H. Asst. District Director, Dave & Bonnie Bolster
gwrra.nh.a@gmail.com
603-315-9471
N.H. District Educator, Dick Bernier
rbernier123@gmail.com
978-496-4363
District Memb. Enhancement Coord., Carole Sheehan
carolesheehan.gwrra.nh.g@gmail.com
603-973-4011
District Trearurer, Madalyn Sprague
bobandmadalyns@myfairpoint.net
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NH CHAPTER G STAFF
Chapter Directors, Mike Vaillancourt
gwrra.nh-g@comcast.net
603-276-0715
Assistant Chapter Director, Carole Sheehan
carolesheehan.gwrra.nh.g@gmail.com 603-973-4011
Chapter Treasurer, Beryl Reid
bobnberyl@metrocast.net

603-892-6854

Membership Enhancement Coordinators
Meri & Lee Hirtle
msgtlee@metrocast.net
Chapter Store Keepers, Bob & Kaye Hamel
rhamel2@myfairpoint.net
603-524-6360
Chapter Educator, Bob Reid
bobnberyl@metrocast.net 603-892-6854
Chapter Ride Coordinator, John Sheehan
sheehanwoodworking@yahoo.com 603-755-3414
Chapter Photographer, Bob Reid
bobnberyl@metrocast.net 603-892-6854
Chapter Trainer, Please Volunteer
Chapter G Goodwill Ambassador, Charles Collins
603-875-0184
Chapter Activities Coordinator, Please Volunteer
2015 Chapter Couple of the Year, Bob & Beryl Reid
bobnberyl@metrocast.net
603-892-6854
Newsletter Editor, Carol Cloutier
info@brooksidestudionh.com

603-569-3288

Website Coordinator, Mike Vaillancourt
gwrra.nh-g@comcast.net
603-276-0715

2015 NEW HAMPSHIRE CHAPTER DIRECTORS
A – Concord/Manchester .................. David & Bonnie Bolster 603-624-0268 gwrra.nh.a@gmail.com
G – Laconia/Lakes Region ................. Mike Vaillancourt 603-276-0715 gwrra.nh-g@comcast.net
E- Keene/Monadnock Region ............ Ron & Suzie Black 603-532-9342 darkcat1@myfairpoint.com
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Rewind
We had a good turn out at the September meeting
with 22 folks in attendance.
Ron & Susie Black and
Bill & Dee Bascom from
Chapter E attended and
captured the flag! So
now we need to get it
back. As of October 2nd
they still had the flag.
Their next meeting is
on Saturday, October
31st at 11:30am at J.P.
Stephen’s
Restaurant
& Tavern, 377 Route
202, Rindge, NH. Let’s
surprise them and get a
good representation from
NH-G to attend their
meeting and capture the
flag back!
Kathy Decelles won the
50/50 and walked away with $22.00.
It rained during our September 13th ride to the
Fisherman’s Dock in York ME but a few hardy folks
made the ride and enjoyed a great meal.
The September 23rd Dine-Out at the 405 Pub in Laconia
was well attended and the food was great. Thanks to
Bob Hamel they will be placing an ad in our newsletter
so we will definitely be going their again next year on
a dine-out.
The Foliage ride on September 26th was amazing.
Only John & Carole Sheehan and Charlie Collins
attended from NH-G. A prospective member, Ray, a
friend of Mike Vaillancourt attended as well. NH-A
had to cancel their planned ride for the same day so
they joined us. We ended up with 8 folks from NH-A
for a total of 8 bikes. We had perfect weather, leisurely
back roads with no traffic, went over the Kanc and
took the Albany Covered Bridge to Passaconaway

Road to West Side Road. We had lunch at the Yankee
Smokehouse and they had our tables waiting for us
when we arrived. After lunch we continued on Rte.
25 to Meredith and had ice cream at the Kellerhaus.
Mike’s friend Ray lives right at Weirs Beach so he bid
us good bye and the rest of the party continued to Alton
Traffic Circle where we went our separate way. The
feedback from NH-A was they had a great time and
Frank will be using the route for his scheduled ride
next year.
We discussed adding a ride to the October calendar to
the Fryeburg Fair. It was decided that Mike Vaillancourt
would lead the ride on October 10th. It will start in
Tilton, pick up riders in Alton and Wolfeboro and then
continue to the fair with a stop at Whitehorse Gear.
They will offer GWRRA members a discount on any
of your purchases so be sure to ask for your discount
at the register. I think it is 10% but they will tell you
when you get there.
Ed Heath presented a District Grant Program to help
promote increasing membership. Each chapter needs
to submit their advertising ideas with the associated
cost(s) and the district will grant each chapter up to
$200. Example: If NH-G submits an idea that costs
$50 we will get $50. If we submit an idea that costs
$250 we will get $200 and the $50 balance will need
to be funded by the chapter. So think up some ideas
and submit them to Mike Vaillancourt. We will collect
the ideas and then decide the best way to advertise to
increase NH-G membership.
After the Chapter Gathering on the 11th, we will be
have a wonderful fall foliage ride through NH and VT
ending up at the Beech Hill Farm Stand and Ice Cream
Barn in Hopkinton, N.H.
See you at the Greenside on the 11th of October.

Carole Sheehan
Assistant Chapter Director
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From the Assistant Chapter Director
What a month September has been!
The weather in September was amazing (expect for our
monthly ride). We have ridden all over the state of New
Hampshire, Maine and Vermont. Here is a recap of a few of
the Sheehan’s September Adventures.
Labor Day Weekend:
It all started with joining NH-E on a ride!
John and I spent the Labor Day weekend up in Rutland, VT.
We left on Saturday the 5th and met up with NH-E at Dunkin
Donuts in Swanzey, NH and drove up to Quechee Gorge,
VT. We had lunch and visited and took a quick look at the
gorge. The water level was really low as it is in all of our
rivers and streams.

And since we are in Rutland we should be able to get
some VT-A folks to ride with us. In conversations many
VT-A folks they have never done the complete the Green
Mountain Gap ride so this could be exciting.
VT-A had their weekend away at the Wells-Ogunquit
Resort September 17-20th.
NH-G had a good showing with Bruce & Lynda Hartley, Ed
Heath, Roger & Bev Kindred, Bob & Madelyn Sprague and
myself and John.

John and I met Ron & Suzie Black NH-E at the Alton Traffic
Circle Thursday afternoon (everyone else from NH-G went
up earlier in the day). We took the back roads and did not
encounter much traffic until we had to get on Route 1 in
Ogunquit.
Friday started with a sunrise ride to Mt. Agamenticus.
After lunch we left the group and continued to Rutland. On
Saturday we had breakfast the Sugar and Spice on Route 7.
We met the owner and talked about the Ride New England
book published by White Horse Press and showed him that
he was included as a place to stop. He was so excited to
see the article. Our plan was to do the complete Green
Mountain Gap ride, however Route 17 was closed for a
pedal bike race so we altered our route slightly. We lunched
in Richmond, VT and made our way back to the hotel. It
was fantastic weather and a beautiful ride. On Sunday we
decided to go back to the Sugar and Spice for breakfast and
continued home on a different route than we had taken up.
It was so beautiful that our 2016 Weekend away will be in
Rutland, VT and we will do the complete Green Mountain
Gap. We are working on hotel details but if we are lucky to
get enough rooms we will open it up to the other captures.

Afterwards we went back to the resort for breakfast a quick
meeting and had kickstands up by 8:30 for a ride to fly kites
at the Portland Head Light, Cape Elizabeth, ME. The wind
eluded us so kite flying was difficult but was fun all the
same. I have not flown a kite since I was a kid.
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I will use toward the cost of my room at next years VT-A
weekend.
Afterwards we kicked off the night with Karaoke. John had
never done karaoke before and after coaxing got up and had
fun singing with Ron Black and then with me. I had fun
singing with Suzie Black and a duet with John. Not sure we
were any good but we sure had fun!

We lunched at the Clambake Restaurant in Scarborough,
ME and drove back to the resort. The traffic on Route 1 was
crazy but then it was the last official week of the summer.
After some relaxation we rode to The York River Landing
for dinner.

Saturday started with a sunrise ride to Marginal Way and
out for breakfast before returning to the resort. After a quick
meeting kickstands were up by 8:30 for a ride to Harpswell,
ME where lunched at the Dolphin Marina. Some folks went
straight back to the resort while other visited Bailey’s Island
before returning. Bev & Roger helped out VT-A with set up
for dinner and John manned the grill to cook the steak tips.
Dinner was a Lobster and Steak dinner at the resort followed
by a Chinese
Raffle, which
had loads of
items from
food baskets
to
leather
coats
and
helmets. Bev
won a helmet
and I won a
gift certificate
for the WeirsOgunquit
Resort, which

And while the ladies sang the men danced to “Raining
Men”.

Sunday everyone slept late. Before we left we booked for
next years weekend because we had so much fun! John and
I rode the back roads home with NH-E’s Ron & Susie Black
and Armand Guilmette & Michelle Shepherd. We stopped in
Portsmouth at Popovers on the Square for a popover sundae
(our first ice cream of the weekend if you can believe that!).
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We rode the back roads all the way and because we didn’t
want the weekend to end and the weather was beautiful
we went by our house and continued up to Pittsfield for a
Dunkin Donuts stop and visited some more before everyone
continued on home.
This is what makes GWRRA so great - the opportunity
to have fantastic weekend of riding and partying with
members from MA, ME, NH and VT.
Ride Safe and Have Fun!

Carole Sheehan
From the Ride Coordinator, John Sheehan
2016 Draft Ride Calendar
While the riding season and memories are still fresh in our
minds I wanted to share the draft 2016 schedule early so
you can make additional suggestions for rides, dine-outs,
ice cream spots, additional rides to add to the calendar
etc. There are many red items that need to be finalized
and rides that are TBD so your input in invaluable to
completing this. Please take the time to review it and send
me your ideas for other rides, dine outs and events we can
add.
We also need members to volunteer to lead a ride so please
consider when you are available and what ride you would
like to lead. If we share the responsibility of creating and
leading the rides everyone will have more fun.
If you did not get the calendar via email please let send me
an email or ask for a copy at the next meeting.
Please send your suggestions to my secretary, Carole,
at carolesheehan.gwrra.nh.g@gmail.com. I will update
and move things around as necessary. Once finalized we
will send it back out and add it to the consolidated ride
schedule for 2016.
October still has some great weather and rides to offer.
Make sure you check the consolidated schedule @ https://
gwrranhdistrict.shutterfly.com/calendar for all the rides
planned for the MA, ME, NH and VT chapters.
Here is the October NH-G Ride Schedule:

•
•
•
•

October 10th, Saturday: Fryeburg Fair – Meeting
Spots:
8:30 AM, KSU 8:45 AM @ Tilton Dunkin Donuts, 75
Laconia Rd, Tilton, NH
9:30 AM, KSU 10:00 AM @ Gas Station at Alton
Traffic Circle
10:20 AM. KSU 10:30 AM @ Morrissey’s Front Porch
Parking lot, Wolfeboro

We will be riding the back roads up to Conway where
we will stop at White Horse Motorcycle Accessories
for Coffee and look around. Then we will be leaving
Whitehorse and head up to Fryeburg for the Fair. We will
re-group at the fair at 4:45 PM with KSU for the ride back
at 5:00 PM.
• In case of rain, we can car pool in vehicles for the trip.
• Note: Please let Mike Vaillancourt know if you are
planning on attending the ride so we don’t leave
anyone behind.
o Mike’s Cell: 603-276-0715 (Text if you are
coming if you can.)
o Mike’s Email: gwrra.nh-g@comcast.net
•

October 11th, Sunday: Monthly Meeting and NH/
VT fall ride ending up at the Beech Hill Farm Stand
and Ice Cream Barn in Hopkinton, N.H.

Ride Safe & Keep the Dirty Side Down!

John Sheehan
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Welcome to GWRRA
Rider Education

Bob Reid

Chapter G Educator

Enjoying the Foliage
on Two Wheels
Well, the season is coming to a close but there is still some
good riding out there during the next couple of months as
long as you take some extra precautions. I have listed a few
below. Being an avid deer hunter I especially appreciate the
paragraph on deer season.
When fall begins to set in, the falling leaves can present
an unassuming hazard. Many people venture out to see
the fall colors, presenting a couple of hazards. Drivers
may be a little distracted and not paying attention to
the road and further may not see you. Be sure to keep
your distance from other vehicles. Also, as the leaves
begin to accumulate on the roadway they can be very
slick. Whether wet or dry, driving through stacks of
leaves can reduce traction, making it difficult to stop. A
simple reduction of speed and awareness can make all
the difference.
Deer Season
Fall riding can present some particular hazards,
none more problematic than deer season. As crops
are harvested, the area deer can forage is reduced.
Additionally, as farm equipment run through the
fields, deer are being pushed into other areas and,
in many cases, closer to the road. Hunters are also
in the timber, pushing deer into other areas. We
also have to consider this is the breeding season
for deer and the fact they will be running more
actively than normal. The best defense is to stay
aware, particularly while in rural areas. Scan the
roadway and just off of the shoulders and watch for
deer crossings. Typically deer movement will peak
at dusk and dawn. Areas where crops or timber are
relatively close to the road will present the greatest
challenge. These are ideal places for deer to cross
and, unfortunately, will provide you the shortest
reaction time.

Frost
Fall in New Hampshire brings variable weather
conditions. Actually every month does in this state.
Often midday temperatures may be warm and
comfortable for motorcycle riding, while overnight
temperatures may be near freezing. It becomes
necessary to be cognizant of frost on the roadway
in the early morning hours during the fall. Be sure
to pay particular attention for frost on bridge decks
or other elevated surfaces, railroad crossings, and in
shady areas where the morning sun might not have
melted the frost yet.
Ice

It’s a clear, sunny fall day. The temperature is near
freezing outside, but you have new warm riding
gear and the roadways are clear, so you decide to
take a ride on your motorcycle. Be sure to watch for
ice on the roadways, even if there hasn’t been any
rain or snow. Ice can form on the roads very quickly
from a number of sources, such as fog, frost, a driver
who pours an old cup of coffee or other beverage
out the car window, or from leaking vehicle fluids
and car exhaust to name a few. Pay attention for ice
on the roadways in the center of the lane of traffic
and on bridge decks over bodies of water. Also, pay
particular attention near intersections. They are the
most likely spot for people to pour out liquids and
for other fluids to accumulate.

Hope this helps you enjoy the next few weeks of riding and
am looking forward to a couple more rides with all of you.
Be safe!

Bob
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The following is an account of the trip that the William’s and Hartley’s are currently on in
Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island, Newfoundland, and Labrador. More Next Month.

Off to the Maritimes
A Daily Account
By Sandra Williams

Day 5
Today our happy little tour group met for breakfast at 8:00
and headed over to the rally about 9:00 as we had signed up
for another guided tour. Our ride today was again on back
roads and we began by heading to the Gaspereau Valley.
There is a town by that name which is a rural farming
community and it is located in Kings County Nova Scotia,
but the word is usually used to refer to all of the communities
along the 15 km Gaspereau River. The Acadians named
the fish in the river and the area "Gasparot". There is still
a commercial fishery in the area but in recent years there
have been many grape vineyards planted and a booming
wine business has begun. The first winery was established
in 2004 and others have followed.
We made a stop at Evangeline Beach. Remember my little
discourse about Evangeline a couple of days ago with the
poem written by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow? Well her
name is immortalized by having a beach named after her.
The first picture below shows us standing by our bikes in
front of the beach area. The tide was out when we were
there so you are primarily looking at the mud flats. We did
watch a family slog there way to the water, but none of us
felt the urge to do so. The second picture shows a close up
view of the mud.
We left the beach and went to the Gran Pre Historical Site.
Since we had toured it two days before we opted to just
relax and use the restrooms. Our stop was only 15 minutes,
but anyone who wanted to take the tour could stay
and do so. The rest of the group ( including us) headed back
to the rally site. We needed to do laundry so we went back
to New Minas and had lunch at a cute little place called
Cora's and then we headed for the Wolfeville Laundromat
where we all had clothes to wash and dry. After a couple of
hours of strenuous activity we decided we needed to stop
for ice cream to keep our strength up.
We went back to the hotel and began packing up for our
early departure tomorrow. The closing ceremonies were
at 6:30 and Gary really hates those types of things, but he
went and I won $100 as a door prize. He is still waiting for

his half but I plan on treating our happy little tour group to
ice cream the next time we make a stop for ice cream.
Another sunny day with only 86 miles of riding.
Day 6
We were up real early this morning as we wanted to be on
the road by 7:00 AM as it was a travel day to go from New
Minas up yo North Sydney where we were getting on the
ferry to Newfoundland. We were again very lucky as it was
another beautiful sunny day for us. Traveling in this part of
Nova Scotia is so wonderful as the scenery is so beautiful
that at times you don’t even know where to look.
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We had to be at the ferry terminal no later than 3:30 to be
in line to load the bikes. We knew that there were going to
be a lot of bikes going over this afternoon as several gold
wingers had told us they were going back home on this
ferry. We were taking what is referred to as the long ferry
to Argentia as it is about a 15 hour crossing. We had all
booked cabins for the night as we do not get into Argentia
until 10:00 the next morning. Also, this particular ferry does
not run every day. This ferry makes a crossing three times a
week so another very important reason for us not to “miss
the boat” as they say.
Our new friends from Newfoundland told us they always
stop in Sydney at the Lick a Chick for lunch before they get
on the ferry. They swore to us that this was the best chicken
around. Well, what do we know so we pulled in and the
very first thing I did was try and order a breast. That was a
chicken breast folks. But, I found out they don’t have just a
single breast as they save them for their 5 piece dinners. So
Gary and I ordered wings as we love wings. All of our trips
to Buffalo for chicken wings will attest to that. Hank had the
same problem as I did as he is also a breast lover ( chicken
breast again) so he ordered a fish sandwich. We tried to tell
him not to order a fish sandwich at a chicken place, but he
didn’t listen. Needless to say, we all decided that we were
never going to Lick a Chick again and that they would never
put KFC out of business.
We got to the terminal about 2:30 and got in the bike line.
We were correct in that there were a lot of bikes making the
crossing. Loadingbegan about 4:00. All of us made sure the
bikes were tied down really well as no one knew how rough
or smooth the crossing might be. We unloaded the items
we needed for the night and went up to check out our cabin
and tour the ferry. The first picture below shows our happy
little tour group standing by the railing. The second picture
is a picture of our cabin. Just room enough to walk in and
sit on the bunk. Not quite like the cabins we are used to on
the cruise ship. Bruce and Lynda loved the hard bunks, but I
prefer a softer mattress but after all, we are on an adventure
and we are having a good time.
We had a nice dinner in their small restaurant as none of us
felt like going into the main dining room for the all you can
eat buffet.
Another great day with 298 miles put on the bike.
Day 7
We arrived in Argentia about 9:00 and by the time the ferry
had docked and everyone got permission to leave , it was

about 10:00. When we went back down to the car deck to
make sure our “babies” survived the crossing we breathed
a sigh of relief when they were just as we had left them.
The reason that we were a little concerned was because our
friend Robert’s sons were on the ferry to Newfoundland the
day we arrived in New Minas and it was so foggy that they
had to stay on the ferry 20 hours before they could land.
Also , one of our new Goldwing friends said the last time
he took the ferry to Argentia, the crossing was so rough that
they diverted the ferry to Port Aux Basques. A diversion
would mean we would be on the wrong side of the island for
our accommodations. The “weather gods” have been with
us so far and we arrived on time to a beautiful sunny day.
Before we left on our
trip, we had shirts
made up and Gary is
my model for what the
back of our shirts look
like. As you can see,
we are on a motorcycle
adventure
through
Newfoundland
and
Labrador. We even had
a goldwing trike put in
the center of our map.
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We each have these in gray and blue so I am sure you will
be seeing them again.
We followed the coastline south to St. Brides. The scenery
was gorgeous, but the road had so many pot holes that Gary
was driving like a drunken sailor to try and avoid them. With
a trike it is difficult to miss all of them, but we did manage
to reach our first stop which was Cape St. Mary Ecological
Reserve. This is where a lot of the Gannets, Murres and
Kittiwakes come to nest and raise their young. There is a one
mile hike out to Bird Rock from the visitor center. Most of it
is fairly level, but the last section is quite rough over small
rocks so our happy little tour group settled for watching the
video and seeing the birds that way. It was very foggy at
the center and the park ranger said it was always like that
because of the location of the reserve, but he did say if we
wanted to take the walk it would be worth it.
We had lunch in the little town of Branch which has only
230 inhabitants. The restaurant is called The Loft and is
above the local gas station and convenience store. You
could actually say this is the happening place in Branch.
They feature good home cooked food so it was definitely
worth the stop. People did tell us that we would see less pot
holes when we left Branch and thankfully they were right.
Our next stop was at the Salmonier Nature Park and pictures
two, three and four show us in the parking lot, at the sign
and on the wooden walkway. This nature park has a lot
of the local birds and animals and takes about an hour
to walk along the wooden walkway to see everything. It
was a nice stretch break and got us a little exercise. The
center rehabilitates animals as well as doing environmental
education and monitoring. There is no fee to walk through
the area, but they gladly accept donations.
It was just a short drive from there to Witless Bay and the
location of our B and B. We stayed at Elaine’s B and B by
the Sea. The last picture shows the chairs on e back lawn
overlooking the bay. We sat out there after dinner at The
Captains Table. There were two whales swimming in the
bay. Dan (the husband of Elaine) does whale watching tours
and says that most summers he has 25 whales swimming
around out there. One of them was rolling around, but mostly
you could just see the plume of water when they blowed. I
guess that is where the term “thar she blows” comes from.
Another wonderful day riding, touring and visiting. We had
a short day of 147 miles
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Day 8
Our happy little tour group met for breakfast at 7:30 and
planned our day in St. John’s. The first picture below shows
our happy faces at breakfast.

Our first stop was the Basilica Cathedral Church and
Museum. This is a very impressive building which stands
high above the St. John’s harbor. The cornerstone was laid
in 1841 and nine years later it was completed enough that
they began holding masses in the building. It was not fully
completed until 1855
and the dedication
ceremony was held.
The church is built in
the shape of a Latin
Cross. It is noted for its
statuary, ornate ceiling
design and stained
glass windows. The
museum is next door
and is housed in an old
library built in 1859
and is said to be the
oldest public library
in Newfoundland. In
addition to the books in
the museum there are liturgical
garments, furniture, paintings
and sacred vessels. The second
picture below shows our little
group standing in front of the
parked bikes in front of the
church.
Our next stop was Signal Hill
which was not far from the
Basilica. As you can imagine
from the name, it is located on a
high hill overlooking the harbor. The signal part comes from
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the fact that the cannon was fired from the hill each day at
noon to let the residents know it was in fact noon. Because
of its strategic location the area saw many battles between
the French and the British. It stands 525 feet above the
harbor. Within the site is the Cabot Tower which was built
to commemorate the Diamond Jubilee of Queen Victoria.
It now houses the gift shop which is where Lynda and I
received our Puffin Passport and began our quest to obtain
5 puffin stamps to be eligible to receive our free puffin. Yes
the word free will cause people ( especially tourists) to do
strange things. The third picture shows our happy little tour
group sitting on the wall overlooking the harbor with the
Cabot Tower in the background.
Our next stop was Cape Spear National Historic Site and
home to the famous lighthouse. The Lighthouse stands
245 feet above sea level and during WWII it served as a
coastal defense battery. There are many hiking trails along
the headland, but we opted to just climb the many stairs up
to the lighthouse and the lighthouse keepers home. The gift
shop is also at the top and that is where Lynda and I got
our second puffin stamp. We are on a roll now!! The fourth
picture below shows our happy little tour group in front of
the Cape Spear sign. We had to take it there as one
of our party (you guess who) opted not to walk up
the stairs.

We made the mistake of asking the information
booth attendant where to go for lunch. She
directed us to Petty Harbor which was a beautiful
drive, but the restaurant ( supposedly the only
one around) had a 40 minute wait. It was still
early and we had a nice view so we opted to
wait. What we didn’t know was that after we
were seated and ordered, it would be another
hour before we were served. They did have
some unique menu items such as moose sausage
which Bruce and Lynda ordered and a pulled
moose sandwich which Gary and I ordered.
Hank stuck with his usual fish and chips. When
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the food finally came, it was very good, but not really worth
the wait. So when in the area, don’t eat at Chafes Landing.
The last picture is us finally getting some food. Of course
about a half hour down the road we came to several places
to eat.

We left there and headed for Carbonear and our next B and
B called Merchant Manir B and B. We had a beautiful sunny
day and rode 123 miles on the bike.
Day 9
Our happy little tour group again met for breakfast at 8:00
and left Carbonear to head for Hearts Content. Don’t you
just love the name? There is also a little town called Hearts
Desire, but I digress.

We then headed northeast to Bonavista and the Bonavista
Lighthouse. The lighthouse was built in 1843 to guide
Mariners bound for Labrador. The lighthouse has been
restored to appear as it did during the 1870’s. The fourth

In Hearts Content we toured the Hearts Content Cable
Station Provincial Historic Site. Our visit began by watching
a 20 minute film that explained the history of the successful
laying of the transatlantic cable in the 1860’s. The cable was
placed on the ocean floor and went from Valentia, Ireland
to Hearts Content, Newfoundland. It was Western Unions
base for international cables until the transatlantic telephone
cables and satellite replaced it. The station was closed in
1965 and the town changed from a bustling community to a
sleepy little village. The first picture shows our bikes parked
in the parking lot and then our happy little tour group posing
by the sign and then picture three shows the message route
to and from New York City and to and from Ireland.

picture is of the lighthouse and the fifth picture is of the
coastline. We were able to see whales blowing off of the
coastline while we were here. We left there and went to
Ryan Premises National Historic Site in the middle of town
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where Lynda and I got our third puffin stamp. I think we will
be able to fulfill our quest of obtaining five of these stamps.
Our day was getting short so we did not take the tour of the
five building complex that made up this national park. The
site demonstrates the salt fish exporting business that took
place in Bonivista during the 19th and 20th centuries and
what we saw of the exhibits, it looked like a place we would
like to visit.
We left Bonavista and headed for Sandringham and our B
and B called the Prints if Whales. We called our host Wayne
to let him know we were running late and stopped for dinner
at the Down Home Delights where Bruce and Lynda and
Gary and I tried the fisherman’s platter. Since the cod is
running right now, all of the restaurants are featuring cod
and a particular delicacy is cod tongue and cod cheeks. The
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platter had both of these and as far as we are concerned they
will never be ordered by us again.
We arrived at our B and B and each of our rooms were
named for a whale. Gary and I were in the Orca room while
Bruce and Lynda were in the Right room and Hank had the
Pilot room. This was the best B and B to date!! We also
had a mug up which consisted of a variety of teas,cookies
and crackers and cheese. It gave us the opportunity to visit
with the other guests and our host Ruth as Wayne was at a
meeting.
It was a gorgeous sunny day and we traveled 331 miles on
the bikes.

GWRRA CHAPTER NH-G
2015 RIDE SCHEDULE
Unless otherwise noted, Monthly Chapter Gatherings are held at
the Greenside Restaurant, 360 Laconia Road, Tilton, N.H. Arrive
at 8 AM. Meeting starts promptly at 9 AM, with a ride following
during the riding season
.
Nov. 8, 2015 Monthly Chapter Gathering. The Greenside Restaurant. Die Hard end of the season ride.
Should have heated gear to attend. Lunch in Lincoln and then return back to Tilton before dark.
Dec. 10, 2015 Chapter G Holiday Dinner. The Greenside Restaruant.
Please note that Chapter NH-A meets on the 3rd Friday evening of the month at Wingate Hall, Bethany
Chapel, 54 Newbury Road, Manchester, N.H. That’s out near the airport in Manchester off of Perimeter
Road. This is usually a “bring your own” dinner event. Drinks are usually available there for a nominal fee.
Meeting starts promptly at 7PM.
Chapter NH-E meets the last Sunday of the month at J.P. Stephens Restaurant, 377 US Route 202, Rindge,
N.H. The restaurant opens at 9:30 AM with the Meeting after the breakfast.
Remember, any GWRRA Members or Guests are welcome at any Chapter Gatherings.

Let’s Ride!
Nobody has more Fun than “G”!
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Guest GWRRA
Rider Education
“WHAT’S

MISSING?”

by Ace (Howie) Peterson
Guest Educator CO-Q
A couple of Sunday’s ago, I arrived to church services only
to discover I had left my “cheaters” at home! Not able
to read the words in the bulletin or hymns, I did a lot of
humming instead. Now this is not a sermon, or at least not
the churchy kind. Some of you recall that I had eye surgery
over the past few months and while my vision has changed
for the better, a couple of drawbacks still exist. Essentially,
I had the choice of distance vision, or close up vision, so
I chose distance and thus the need for “cheaters” to read.
I still think I am missing something every time I put my
motorcycle helmet on, having my glasses normally on the
motorcycle in close proximity ready to slide onto my face.
Which brought to mind other things that could be missing!
Without “normal” eyesight or corrective lenses, we tend to
miss more than we realize in all circumstances. Are those
road signs getting a little blurry causing us to miss our route
sign, or other information? Or at night the letters on those
huge highway route signs seem to disappear (missing) in
the glare as we approach. Just trying to see the sign on an
eatery we wish to stop at which goes missing in the clutter of
other buildings or signs. One thing I have noticed though,
no matter how bad my vision I could pick out a DQ from
“way out there” in all kinds of light. Signs are not the only
thing missing within our vision field as we drive, ride, or
just walk along the sidewalks.
Background clutter along with background lighting
becomes a major exercise without decent visual acuity.
Ever notice how that white car blended into the horizon
before we noticed it? We may have missed visual cues that
would have allowed our vision to communicate with the
other senses to pass the “word” along as in….”car coming”.
Of course dark colored vehicles against dark backgrounds
would render the same effects. Our “normal” vision we
used to have would have detected these objects long before
they became a problem.

Depth perception is another issue that becomes missing. I
realized that mine was getting pretty darn awful, as when
parking close to an object, then getting out of my vehicle
only to find I was still four feet away from said object!
What are really missing are the focal points that relay
to our visual acuity just how far or how much distance
between us and other objects exists. Night time vehicle
operation becomes even more of an issue as the eyes have
a very reduced or even non-existent focal point to assist us
in distance determination. All of a sudden we seem to be
riding or driving by the braille method! Remember, that can
be the case with corrective eye wear as well!
Speaking of night time vehicle operation, another item that
may be missing to less or greater extent is visual recovery
time. For instance, approaching vehicles with headlights on
create a “white out” or as I have experienced a “halo” effect
that caused a total white out with no visual reference. I have
pulled off the road at times in these circumstances to allow
my vision to recover. What is even more terrifying is the
experience that occurs in a curve with the above mentioned
conditions. Of course it is always easy to state “don’t drive
at night”! There are those occasions where driving a night
cannot be avoided, and we do the best we can under those
conditions.
If we are honest with ourselves, each of us can mentally
recheck into past experiences and visualize all the
circumstances wherein something was missing, or we
had missed. And that does not even begin to address the
question of where we stashed those cold weather gloves we
can’t find now that the weather is getting cooler.
The reader may think this article resembles another article
in the not too distant past, and the reader would be correct.
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However, this article is intended to approach visual issues
from a somewhat different perspective in addressing our need
to have our vision as good as we can get it with our age(s)
and other impairments that may have come our way. This
article hopefully causes the thought process which reminds
us to pick our time(s) of operating a motor vehicle during
appropriate lighted hours as much as possible; to decrease
speed over the roadway during those circumstances, and to
allow more distance between vehicles at any time to give us
time to recover from frayed depth perception. As Mickey
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Mantle once said, “if I had known I was going to live this
long, I would have taken better care of myself”. Which is
a message that even if “what’s missing” is part of our life
circumstance, we can do everything possible in all aspects
to either enhance our vision medically, physically, and/or
to modify our visual needs in life. Darn it, where did I lay
those “cheaters”?
AS ALWAYS, RIDE WITH PRIDE AND CONFIDENCE!

Birthdays & Anniversaries

Happy Birthday and Anniversary to all those listed below

October 5
October 13

Mike & Kathy Decelles
Bob & Kathy Bilawa

October 1
October 3
October 15
October 16
October 18
October 23
October 31

Dick Breton
Donna Settino
Howard Towne
Bob Reid
Bob Bielawa
Gary Williams
Ed Heath

Chapter G Wishes You All The Best!
Remember, We can’t post your Birthdays and Anniversaries
if we don’t know the dates. Let us know.

Nobody has more Fun than “G”!

GWRRA Chapter NH-G The Lakes Region Wings Newsletter

Page 20

Until the Chapter gets a Motorist Awareness Coordinator, Nick Hoppner from the
Colorado District, will graciously provide us with MAD articles. Editor

Driving Tired

by Nick Hoppner
Colorado (West) Motorist Awareness Coordinator
madwest@coloradogwrra.com

Just because a motorist has two hands on the wheel
and four tires on the road, he’s not cocooned in safety.
Especially as we head into the months of earlier sunset
and later sunrise, drivers need to be reminded that
driving tired can be as lethal as driving drunk.
A poll conducted by the National Sleep Foundation
found that 60% of adult drivers says they’ve driven
while drowsy, and more than a third of those admit
to falling asleep behind the wheel. And of those 103
million Americans who have nodded off, 13% say they
have done so at least once a month.
Unfortunately, there is no test to determine if a driver
is sleep-deprived—no “breathalyzer” to pin a wreck on
sleeplessness. But it seems likely that drowsy driving
is a factor in from 10 to 30 percent of all crashes.
Some interesting factoids:
1. Adults 18 to 29 are much more likely to drive
tired than other age groups.
2. Men are more likely to drive drowsy than
women and are twice as likely to fall asleep.
3. Adults with children are more likely to drive
drowsy than childless adults.
4. Shift workers are more likely to drive tired than
day workers.
5. Being awake for 18 hours produces impairment

equal to a blood alcohol concentration of .05.
24 consecutive hours of sleep deprivation
yields a BAC of .10—more than the legal limit
for drunk driving.
And here are some other interesting observations:
1. Drowsy drivers are 42% more inclined to be
stressed, 32% more inclined to be impatient,
and 12% more likely to drive faster than usual.
2. People tend to fall asleep more on high-speed,
long, boring, rural highways.
3. People who live in urban areas are more likely
to fall asleep than their country cousins.
4. Most crashes occur between 4 and 6 a.m.
Midnight to 2 a.m. and 2 to 4 a.m. are also
hazardous hours.
Just as with alcohol impairment, the first things to go
are good judgement, visual acuity and quickness of
responses.
Share some of these observations with your friends and
co-workers. You never know when you might make
someone’s trip home a little safer.
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Member Wanted or For Sale

This is for Chapter Members to advertise for Motorcycle items that they are
looking for or that they have for sale. Items will run for three months and then
be deleted unless instructed to keep running by the chapter member.

2009 GOLDWING TRIKE &
COLOR MATCHED ESCAPADE
CARGO TRAILER
ASKING $29,500.00

2010 CHAMPION TRIKE
CONVERSION WITH
INDEPENDENT SUSPENSION
MILEAGE 25,500
METALLIC DEEP BLUE
CONTACT INFORMATION
Phone: 203-878-8420 or 203-927-6102
Email: smacknze@optonline.net

DRIVING LIGHTS
FORK LIGHTS
VENT ACCENT LIGHT
FRONT ROTOR RING OF FIRE LIGHTS
REAR SPOILER LIGHTS
UNDER TRUNK LIGHT BAR
TRUNK MOLDING LIGHTS
PASSENGER ARMREST TRIM LIGHTS
LUGGAGE RACK
DRIVER BACK-REST
PASSENGER ARMRESTS
J&M DIGITIAL MUSIC PLAYER/CHANGER
MANY CHROME ACCENTS
2000 ESCAPADE SE TRAILER
CHROME WHEELS & TRIM
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2010 PACE TRAILER
ASKING $2,800.00
Spare Tire – Interior Lighting
and Roof Vent - Wheel Chock – Floor
Mounted D-Rings
GVWR 2900 lb.
Payload capacity 1930 lb.
Interior Dimensions:
Length 12’3”
Width 5’9
Height 5”5”
Rear Door Opening: Width 61”
			
Height 65”
CONTACT INFORMATION
Phone: 203-878-8420 or 203-927-6102
Email: smacknze@optonline.net

Due to popular demand, WING DING 38 has been moved back by one
day to a Wednesday through Saturday pattern!
The NEW DATES are AUGUST 31 - SEPTEMBER 3, 2016.
We appreciate all the feedback and hope this makes for more
convenient travel time.
We look forward to seeing you in Billings!
Be sure to visit our website for info on how to book your room and to
get registered for the event! You won't want to miss this great event in
BIG SKY COUNTRY!
WING DING 38
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Think about advertising!
We would love to have your business card
HERE
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