GWRRA Chapter NH-G The Lakes Region Wings Newsletter

Gold Wing Road Riders Association
Chapter NH-G • Laconia, NH

Page 1

THE LAKES REGION WINGS
September 2015

Our 27th Year

From the Chapter Director
You are probably wondering why this month’s
newsletter is so early. This is because I will be
gone to Wing Ding in Huntsville Alabama. I’m
looking forward to the trip down to the “Deep
South”. I will return just before the September
Chapter Gathering on September 13th. If anyone
needs anything while I am gone, don’t hesitate to
contact your Assistant Chapter Director, Carole
Sheehan.
This past weekend saw 16 of us on “The Great
North Woods Ride”. The weather was perfect, and
fun was had by all. We saw a lot of new asphalt, and
roads that needed a lot of new asphalt. We dined
at the “Hog Trough” on Friday and had a picnic
lunch at the First Connecticut Lake in Pittsburg on
Saturday, looked for Moose up Moose Alley, and
then had ice cream at Moose Alley Cones. Later,
we had Prime Rib at “The Log Haven Restaurant”
on Saturday evening. After dinner we had a Camp
Fire and thanks to Bev Kindred, we had toasted
marshmallows and made S’mores. We laughed
all weekend. There is a photo collage of this past
weekend thanks to Chapter Photographer Bob
Reid, further on in this newsletter.
We will be taking suggestions for next year’s get
away weekend, so don’t hesitate to give us your
ideas.
As I write this article, we are just three days away
from the New England Ride for Kids. I sent out a
New England wide Event Alert asking those that
cannot attend to make a donation. I will report

on what happens at the event in the October
Newsletter.
Gary & Sandy Williams and Bruce and Lynda
Hartley have returned from their trip up to the
Canadian Maritimes un-scathed. We will be
running Sandy’s day to day accounts complete
with photos starting in this month’s newsletter
and it will probably take three or four months to
completely read about their exploits.
We have a Dine-Out coming up on August 26th
at the 104 Diner in New Hampton. As always, we
meet at the restaurant at 6PM. The 104 Diner is
one of the “Common Man” restaurants.
After the Chapter Gathering on the 13th, we will
be riding over to Bob Hamel’s Brother in Law’s
(Kaye’s Brother) restaurant over in York Maine for
those killer Lobster Rolls that we had last year.
I’ve been looking forward
to a trip back there
since we were there last
September only now he
has a new facility across
the road.
See you at the Greenside
on the 13th of September.

Mike Vaillancourt
Chapter G Director

Nobody has more Fun than “G”!
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The Great North Woods Ride
Money on the ceiling?

Hey Kay - what’s that they say about “catching flies” - or is that dollars?
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The Great North Woods Ride
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NATIONAL, REGIONAL &
N.H. DISTRICT STAFF
GWRRA President, Anita Alkire
president@gwrra.org
800-843-9460
Executive Director of GWRRA, Ray & Sandy Garris
director@gwrra.org
800-843-9460
Region B Directors, Tom & Renee Washuk
regionbdirectors.tom.renee@gmail.com
570-474-1014
2013/2014 Reg. B Couple of the Year, Bob & Julie A’Hearn
rahearn914@aol.com
301-997-1254
N.H. District Directors, Ed & Denise Heath
gwrranhdd@msn.com
603-934-4168
N.H. Asst. District Director, Dave & Bonnie Bolster
gwrra.nh.a@gmail.com
603-315-9471
N.H. District Educator, Dick Bernier
rbernier123@gmail.com
978-496-4363
District Memb. Enhancement Coord., Carole Sheeham
carolesheehan.gwrra.nh.g@gmail.com
603-973-4011
District Trearurer, Madalyn Sprague
bobandmadalyns@myfairpoint.net
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NH CHAPTER G STAFF
Chapter Directors, Mike Vaillancourt
gwrra.nh-g@comcast.net
603-276-0715
Assistant Chapter Director, Carole Sheehan
carolesheehan.gwrra.nh.g@gmail.com 603-973-4011
Chapter Treasurer, Beryl Reid
bobnberyl@metrocast.net

603-892-6854

Membership Enhancement Coordinators
Meri & Lee Hirtle
msgtlee@metrocast.net
Chapter Store Keepers, Bob & Kaye Hamel
rhamel2@myfairpoint.net
603-524-6360
Chapter Educator, Bob Reid
bobnberyl@metrocast.net 603-892-6854
Chapter Ride Coordinator, John Sheehan
sheehanwoodworking@yahoo.com 603-755-3414
Chapter Photographer, Bob Reid
bobnberyl@metrocast.net 603-892-6854
Chapter Trainer, Please Volunteer
Chapter G Goodwill Ambassador, Charles Collins
603-875-0184
Chapter Activities Coordinator, Please Volunteer
2015 Chapter Couple of the Year, Bob & Beryl Reid
bobnberyl@metrocast.net
603-892-6854
Newsletter Editor, Carol Cloutier
info@brooksidestudionh.com

603-569-3288

Website Coordinator, Mike Vaillancourt
gwrra.nh-g@comcast.net
603-276-0715

2015 NEW HAMPSHIRE CHAPTER DIRECTORS
A – Concord/Manchester .................. David & Bonnie Bolster 603-624-0268 gwrra.nh.a@gmail.com
G – Laconia/Lakes Region ................. Mike Vaillancourt 603-276-0715 gwrra.nh-g@comcast.net
E- Keene/Monadnock Region ............ Ron & Suzie Black 603-532-9342 darkcat1@myfairpoint.com
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Rewind
The August Chapter NH-G Gathering
was held on the 9th with 14 in
attendance. With the William’s and
the Hartley’s up in Canada, and Bob
& Beryl Reid up at their camp, and
the Sheehan’s out of town, we had a
few empty seats .
There was discussion about the
upcoming “Great North Woods”
ride, primarily the time that we were
leaving. It was decided to stick to
the original schedule and have “Kick
Stands Up” at 1:30 on the 14th.

Roger & Bev Kindred taken up at The Ben & Jerry’s Ice
Cream Vermont Ride after the July Gathering.

Those that confirmed to be on the ride were Mike
Vaillancourt, Dick Boucher, Howard Towne, Bev
& Roger Kindred, Bob & Kaye Hamel, Charlie
Collins, Bob & Beryl Reid, Clayton & Debbie
Gordon, Lee & Meri Hirtle, and Bob & Madalyn
Sprague.

told, the ride was over 340 miles. Even District
Director Ed Heath couldn’t stay away from that
ride and went all the way to Waterbury with us.

At the Errol Motel, our Host Ricky Blais pulled out
all the stops to make us feel welcome. His Motel
was unbelievably clean and well maintained.
There wasn’t anyone that stayed there that
wouldn’t recommend his Motel.

Till next month…….

The 50/50 was won by me with a total of $13.00.
Who’d of thunk it.

Mike Vaillancourt

After the Gathering, I led a ride up through western
New Hampshire and over into Vermont up to the
Ben & Jerry’s Ice Cream Plant in Waterbury,
Vermont. The weather was perfect, maybe a
little too warm, but the ice cream tasted fantastic.
The route back was a little more direct, but we all
got home around 7 PM in the Lakes Region. All
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CHAPTER CLOTHING

For the benefit of new Chapter G members, and for those that can’t find their lists, on the next
page is the official clothing list for Chapter NH-G.
If you desire any shirts, sweat shirts, hoodies, or hats, let Bob Hamel know by emailing him at
rhamel2@myfairpoint.net and he can order the items for you for pickup at the next Chapter G
Gathering.
If you click on or cut and paste on the links in the sheet, you can look at the items. Please note
that on the bottom of the list below the black line, are new items that include extra tall sizes,
and also pocket Polo shirts.
Remember that payment is due for items ordered at the Chapter Gathering.

Chapter G Clothing List
All prices quoted include embroidery on the left chest with a GL1800 motorcycle with “GWRRA Chapter NH-G”
on top and “The Lakes Region Wings” on the bottom. Your name on the right chest is optional for $4.00. Order
from Store keeper Bob Hamel and they will be delivered at the next Chapter G Gathering.

437 Jerzees Men’s 5.6 oz., 50/50 Jersey Polo with
SpotShield™
$24 each
$26 for 2XL
437W Jerzees Ladies’ 5.6 oz., 50/50 Jersey Polo with
SpotShield™
$24.25 each
$26.25 for 2XL
G380 Gildan Ultra Cotton® 6.5 oz. Piqué Polo
$26 each
$28 for 2XL
G380L Gildan Ultra Cotton® Ladies’ 6.5 oz. Piqué Polo
$26.75 each
$28.75 for 2XL
4997 Jerzees 9.5 oz., 50/50 Super Sweats® NuBlend®
Fleece Pullover Hood
$31.75 each
$33.75 for 2XL
4662 Jerzees 9.5 oz., 50/50 Super Sweats® NuBlend®
Fleece Crew
$27 each
$29 for 2XL
G200 Gildan 100% Short Sleeve Tees
$21.25 each
$23.25 for 2XL

G200L Gildan Ladies 100% Short Sleeve Tees
$21.75 each
$23.75 for 2XL
Chapter G Hats
*pricing includes embroidered GWRRA NH G “Lakes
Region Wings”
8121 UltraClub® Adult Classic Cut Cotton Twill Cap
$15.75 each
________________________________________
New Items Added 7/15/2015
K500P Port Authority® Silk Touch™ Polo with Pocket
$29 each
$31 for 2XL
$33 for 3XL
TLK500P Port Authority® Tall Silk Touch™ Polo with
Pocket
$29 each
$31 for 2XLT
$33 for 3XLT
437 Jerzees Men’s 5.6 oz., 50/50 Jersey Polo with
SpotShield
$24 each
$26 for 2XL
$28 for 3XL
Names are $4 each extra.
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Welcome to GWRRA
Rider Education

Bob Reid

Chapter G Educator

How do You Deal with Glare?
One of the irritating things when you’ve had a
really good day of riding is that you are heading
home and the late afternoon sun practically blinds
you on and off your whole ride home. Not only is
it irritating but it can be very dangerous. Everyone
should invest in a GOOD pair of sunglasses to
help manage this. There are other gadgets out
there like extended visors, etc but then you have
to worry about whether they will fit
your existing helmet
and sending
them back
if they don’t
because local
retailers probably
aren’t going to stock
them. The best and most
versatile solution would be the sunglasses.
The other thing we must consider is, if the sun
isn’t in your eyes, it may be in the eyes of the
oncoming traffic and causing them to not see you
coming. A very low visible motorcycle can seem
non-existent if the sun is in there eyes and they
could have possibly drifted over into your lane
because they have been momentarily blinded
by the sun. Also leave a bigger gap between you
and the traffic ahead of you. You should always
stay alert but this added hazard should heighten
you awareness even more. You can always go

to the trouble of mapping out your ride so that
you are on a North/South route at these times
of day but that is not always practical so taking
special precautions when the sun is low in the sky
ensures a good end to a great day. Putting your
headlights on also may make you easier to see to
oncoming traffic.
On another note I would like to give
Mike Vaillancourt a big thumbs up for
all the work he did on planning The
Great North Woods Ride this past
weekend. It was a huge success from
the standpoint of the accommodations,
rides, meals & fellowship. It is always
nice to get to know our fellow riders & co-riders
while enjoying the beautiful scenery that New
Hampshire has to offer and we sometimes take
for granted. If you weren’t able to join us this year,
make it a point to put it on your calendar for next
year because it was awesome!!!
Be safe……

Bob Reid

Chapter NH-G Educator

Nobody has more Fun than “G”!
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The following is an account of the trip that the William’s and Hartley’s are currently on in
Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island, Newfoundland, and Labrador. More Next Month.

Off to the Maritimes
A Daily Account
By Sandra Williams

Day One
This trip has been in our bucket or
on our bucket list for quite some
time as we have been talking
about the trip since 2007. Last
winter in Florida, the Hartley’s
and us decided that this was the
summer to do the trip or we might
never get it done. We began
planning it in February and Hank
asked if he could be part of our
travel group. I got elected to do
the planning with input from all of
the other parties. I contacted AAA and the Travel and
Tourism Bureau on Newfoundland and began planning.
Our goal was to not have really long distances to travel
each day and see something along the way each day
and stay in Bed and Breakfasts (B & B’s) if possible.
The picture below shows the three bikes getting
ready to leave the Hartley’s driveway at 6:30 AM.
We did not want to take the turnpike all the way
so we had a nice ride on Route 202 to Augusta,
Maine where we did take the turnpike up to Bangor,
Maine. Back on secondary roads to Calais , Maine
where we crossed the border into Canada. St.
Stephen, New Brunswick is the first town we came
to in Canada and we had reservations at the Blair
House for the night.

We traveled a total of 314 miles today.
Day Two

Day Two Breakfast

We stopped at the first bank we saw to exchange
some money. Right now the exchange rate is
$1.30 Canadian for every $1.00 US. Not bad!!
The B & B was very close to downtown so we parked
the bikes for the night and walked to Pizza Delight for
dinner. The restaurant is right on the St. Croix River
and we could see Maine on the other side. We walked
around a little and we were back at the B & B for tea
and cookies at 8:30. David is a wonderful host.

We had a restful night’s sleep and met for breakfast at
8:00. Our hosts are David and Judy Whittingham with
David doing all of the cooking. Blair House has been
a bed and breakfast for 28 years and was started by
David’s parents. The first picture below shows us in

Nobody has more Fun than “G”!
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the beautiful dining room. If we continue to
eat the way we did today you will be able
to see us get bigger and bigger as the days
go by. We are eating our fresh fruit cup
in the photo and what you do not see are
the blueberry pancakes and French toast
with real maple syrup and the mixed grill of
sausage, bacon and eggs.
After breakfast we decided to take a tour
of the local chocolate factory. The Ganong
family have had a chocolate factory in St.
Stephen since 1873. It is Canada’s oldest
independently family owned chocolate
factory. They manufacture all of their chocolate in St.
Stephen. I have been on other chocolate factory tours,
but this is the only one where they have large plates of
chocolate sitting on tables throughout the entire tour
and you sample as many chocolates as you want.
For those of you who know my love of chocolate, you
know that I ate enough chocolates to cover the cost of
my admission price.
After our tour, we headed north to St. John and the
ferry terminal where we had reservations on the 2:30
PM ferry. Since we had plenty of time to get to St. John,
we took the scenic Bay of Fundy route and followed
the big blue route signs with a lighthouse on it. We
arrived at the terminal at 12:45 which was ahead of
our required 1:30 arrival time. The last two pictures
show the bikes lined up ready to board. Yes, we were
first in line to get on the ferry and also first in line to get
off the ferry when we arrived in Digby, Nova Scotia.
We had a late lunch in the Acadian Grill on board the
ferry where I was hoping to be able to order Digby
scallops. That was not to be, but I did order the seafood
chowder which had huge pieces of lobster and several
scallops so I was a happy camper. It was a 2 1/2 hour
ferry ride to Digby.

We wasted no time in Digby, and headed straight
to New Minas and the Slumber Inn where we have
reservations for the GWRRA Rally until Sunday
morning.
Since much of our travel was on the ferry, we only
rode the bikes 195 miles.

Day Three

Today is a beautiful sunny day and another wonderful
day to be on the bike. We all met for breakfast and
then headed to Home Depot where we were looking
for some connectors for the chain on Bruce’s
motorcycle trailer. We were successful in our quest

Nobody has more Fun than “G”!
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and then headed to Tim Horton’s which is Canada’s
Dunkin Donuts. We made our plans for the day and I
called our friend Robert who spends the winter riding
with us in Florida. Being the wonderful person that he
is, he invited us to his camp in St Croix for lunch. We
accepted and then started riding east on scenic
highway 1 toward Gran Pre.
On June 30, 2012, Gran Pre was named a UNESCO
World Heritage Site. Gran Pre is French and in English
means “Great Meadow” . The village is situated in the
Annapolis Valley and is a rural farming area.
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This expulsion was immortalized by Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow in the poem Evangeline. Well, enough
history for today. The first picture below shows most
of our happy tour group getting ready to enter the
visitor center. The center picture shows Hank and me
with some of the Acadians being deported. The third
picture is the church and the fourth picture is a statue
of Evangeline.
We left there and headed toward St Croix and Robert.
Unfortunately I had a senior moment and transposed
his house number and we never did find the camp.
We registered for the rally at 4:00 and headed back to
the hotel to rest until the meet and greet which was at
6:30 and they greeted us with enough food to feed an
army. Wonderful gold wingers and new friends.
Short day of riding as we only did 96 miles.
Day Four

The settlement was founded in 1680. The fertility
of the soil and the wealth of the other resources in
the area attracted the French settlers. The Acadians
as they were called built dykes to hold back the sea
water. The area was fought over by the French and
English and eventually under British control whereby
they tried to get the Acadians to sign an oath of
allegiance. When the Acadians refused they were
loaded onto ships in 1755 and transported to some of
the American colonies and many sent to New Orleans,
LA. To ensure they would not return, the British burned
all of the crops and buildings and took all of the farm
animals to Halifax for the settlers there.

My internet service has been a little spotty up here so
there are going to be days when you might get two or
three messages and days when you will not here from
me.
We met for breakfast at 8:00 and it looked a little
overcast so we did not know how we would do on
our guided ride. Lynda decided to put her rain pants
on just in case and we headed over to the rally for
opening ceremonies and then to line up for our ride.
Our first stop on our ride was the Look Off which is
one of the best places to get an amazing view of the

Nobody has more Fun than “G”!
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Annapolis Valley. It is located on North Mountain and
the ride on the back country roads to get there reminded
me of the Amish farmland in Lancaster a County PA.
The first picture below shows our happy little group by
their bikes with the valley in the background. Since the
sun had come out do nicely and it was such a beautiful
day we told Lynda to wear her rain pants all the time.
We headed down the mountain to Halls Harbor which
is said to be named after Samuel Hall who was an
American Privateer during the American Revolution.
He raided the settlements in the Annapolis Valley
until 1779 when the local militia pursued him and he
abandoned his ship in the harbor. The second picture
below shows our happy little tour group and their bikes
in on the wharf at the harbor. You will notice that I use
the term “happy little tour group “ a lot and I say it to
them a lot to ensure they are a happy little tour group.
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Our ride leader was Tim and he kept up a running
commentary throughout the ride telling us the history
of the area. I have just given you a tidbit of the
information we heard. We left the harbor and went
back to the rally site for a hot dog and hamburger
barbecue. Our friend Robert was there so we got a
chance to catch up and I got a chance to apologize for
being a ditz the day before.
We left the barbecue and headed out to Kustom Cycle
where Hank had ordered a new front tire and had a
3:00 appt to have it installed. Unfortunately the service
tech had called in sick, but they said not to worry there
was a mechanic named Larry just down the road that
would put it on for him. After a quick phone call, we
headed out to find Larry. Our only comment is to be
wary of the directions people give you in Nova Scotia
as it took us a while to find good ole Larry. The tire
was successfully replaced so we should not have to
worry about a flat tire on our trip.
A quick stop at Avery’s for ice cream and then back to
the hotel for a nap before the banquet.
Our riding distance for the day was 118 miles but they
were beautiful sunny miles.

The attendees at the
18th Annual New England
Ride for Kids
Sunday, August 23rd
Held at the Bose Corporation, in Framingham,
MA. Those attending were Bev & Roger
Kindred, Mike Vaillancourt, Dick Boucher,
and Bob Hamel. The Jim Venne Memorial/
Venco Wings Team raised $2173.00 which
of course included the proceeds from the Jim
Venne Memorial Poker Run held in September
of 2014.
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Until the Chapter gets a Motorist Awareness Coordinator, Nick Hoppner from the
Colorado District, will graciously provide us with MAD articles. Editor

The invisible Motorcycle
by Nick Hoppner
Colorado (West) Motorist Awareness Coordinator
madwest@coloradogwrra.com
The aftermath of a motorcycle/
automobile collision is never pretty.
The broken remains of a once regal
900-pound Gold Wing motorcycle
are appallingly large and visible. Yet
all too often, the driver of the car or
truck that violated the motorcyclist’s
right-of-way swears he never saw the
motorcycle.
How is it possible that a half ton of
metal and plastic can be concealed
from view? How can a full-sized
touring motorcycle be invisible?
Consider the illusions created by a skilled magician. The
effect is mystifying: a live rabbit appears out of a top hat,
seemingly out of thin air. Of course, the live rabbit was
never invisible, but the audience believes it was because
they were not looking for the rabbit where it was “hiding.”
By diverting the audience’s attention, the magician creates
the effect that something appears out of thin air.
How is this possible? The audience members have eyes and
ears. Many are even expecting to be fooled, so are trying to
figure out how the trick works. They are alert, yet still are
fooled. How?
The audience depends on its usual visual frame of reference
for dependable information (the inside of a top hat), but the
rabbit appears from somewhere unexpected (a magician’s
hiding place) creating a confusing moment when reality

conflicts with illusion. (Spoiler alert:
you can see how the rabbit-from-thehat trick is done on YouTube.)
The same principle applies to
motorcycle/automobile accidents. Most
motorists are accustomed to seeing
large vehicles appearing in obvious
places. Large vehicles tend to move in
predictable directions and at predictable
speeds. Large vehicles tend to be more
easily seen than smaller ones. In the
mind of most motorists, anything that
is not a large, predictable vehicle does
not register as noteworthy. To apply the
analogy of the magician once again, if you’re expecting the
rabbit to appear from the magician’s left coat sleeve, you’re
likely to overlook what the magician is doing with his right
hand.
That’s where all of us motorcyclists need to become
educators. We need to remind our friends that we are out there
on the roads on vehicles that aren’t immediately apparent,
that move in unpredictable ways, and that aren’t what most
folks look for. We need to re-emphasize the message that all
motorists need to actively look for motorcycles.
Motorcycles aren’t invisible. Not really. But sometimes
they appear unexpectedly. Ask your fellow highway users
to help us get home safely. Ask them to remember: look
twice—save a life.
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GWRRA CHAPTER NH-G
2015 RIDE SCHEDULE
Unless otherwise noted, Monthly Chapter Gatherings are held at
the Greenside Restaurant, 360 Laconia Road, Tilton, N.H. Arrive
at 8 AM. Meeting starts promptly at 9 AM, with a ride following
during the riding season

Aug. 26, 2015 Dine-Out at The 104 Diner, 752 N.H.
Route 104, New Hampton, N.H. Meet there
at 6PM. Short ride afterward for Ice Cream.
Check them out at: http://www.thecman.com/
restaurants-and-menus/the-104-diner.aspx

Oct. 11, 2015 Monthly Chapter Gathering. The
Greenside Restaurant. NH/VT fall ride ending
up at the Beech Hill Farm Stand and Ice Cream
Barn in Hopkinton, N.H. Ride submitted by Bev
& Roger Kindred.

Sept. 3-6, 2015 Wing Ding, Huntsville, Alabama. On
your own.

Nov. 8, 2015 Monthly Chapter Gathering. The
Greenside Restaurant. Die Hard end of the
season ride. Should have heated gear to attend.
Lunch in Lincoln and then return back to Tilton
before dark.

Sept. 13, 2015 Monthly Chapter Gathering. The
Greenside Restaurant. Ride over to York Maine to
Bob Hamel’s Brother-in-Laws Restaurant for some
killer Lobster Rolls. This ride was so well received
last year, we have been asked to do it again so
that those that did not attend can do so this year.
Other Chapters should climb aboard as well.
Sept. 23, 2015 Dine-Out at the 405 Pub & Grille,
405 Union Avenue, Laconia, N.H.
Highly
recommended by our own Bob Hamel. Meet
there at 6 PM.
Sept. 19-20, 2015 Chapter VT-A Maine Getaway
Weekend.
Flyer in the March Newsletter
and online on the Chapter G website at www.
gwrranhg.org .
Sept. 26, 2015 Saturday Foliage Ride and Dine-Out
through Eastern N.H. Meet at the Tilton Dunkin
Donuts at 9:45 A.M. Kick stands up at 10:00. We
will end up at the Yankee Smokehouse Restaurant
in Ossipee for a late lunch around 1:PM. Back in
the Laconia area by 4: PM.

Dec. 10, 2015 Chapter G Holiday Dinner.
Greenside Restaruant.

The

Please note that Chapter NH-A meets on the 3rd Friday
evening of the month at Wingate Hall, Bethany Chapel,
54 Newbury Road, Manchester, N.H. That’s out near
the airport in Manchester off of Perimeter Road. This
is usually a “bring your own” dinner event. Drinks are
usually available there for a nominal fee. Meeting starts
promptly at 7PM.
Chapter NH-E meets the last Sunday of the month at J.P.
Stephens Restaurant, 377 US Route 202, Rindge, N.H.
The restaurant opens at 9:30 AM with the Meeting after
the breakfast.
Remember, any GWRRA Members
or Guests are welcome
at any Chapter Gatherings.

Let’s Ride!
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Guest GWRRA
Rider Education
“FOLLOW

UP”

by Ace (Howie) Peterson
Guest Educator CO-Q
Events of the past week or so have led to the title
of this article for September. In this article I will be
discussing some items that we have discussed prior
to this month’s offering.
The first has to do with our recent District Convention,
and the opportunities we had to improve, and or
practice our riding skills. First of course were the
range courses which several of us worked hard to
get into the schedule. Both an ARC, and a TRC were
offered, and we had full classes with other members
on standby in case a vacancy came about. A thanks
to our chapter folks who signed up and participated
this past weekend. I also wish to thank those who
instructed the courses both from MSF, and GWRRA
from New Mexico and Nebraska. A big thanks to District
Educator Mike Werner who shepherded the courses
with water, data base entries, and more. Without all of
you, these would not have come off as successfully as
it did. Some more about this further on!
The other portion of the convention was the many
seminars that were held including MFA and LTP
programs. Some of these may not have exactly fit the
rider education format; however, all programs offered
an opportunity to enhance our knowledge and safety.
For myself, I found all of this fun to boot! Of course none
of this would have happened without the hard efforts
of our local chapter in many areas, by participating,
and getting the convention on the ground. Special
thanks go out to the Fullers, and the Hoppner/Spaven
team for all their work laying the ground work. And we
have to give a big thankyou to all the attendees who
participated; how about all the motorcycles at RussellStover’s? What a show!

Along the way we had some “learnings” as we call
them using an old vernacular. Staying with the
convention theme for a moment, we had three guided
rides planned, which turned out should we say as
two rides and one parade. As most of you know,
when having rides involving several motorcycles, we
attempt to hold the grouping to five or six motorcycles
total in each group. Given some circumstances these
numbers may vary somewhat, but that is the norm to
keep formations small for traffic control, and together
for traffic signals, exits and so forth. That worked for
two rides. The other ended up having approximately
thirty motorcycles with one ride leader! Not a good
thing at all! So a few of us got our heads together the
evening before this ride and discussed the parameters.
The objective is to have small groups, have a working
CB on lead, and another in the drag position to monitor
the ride, in the event someone needs to pull over, and
assisting in keeping the group together. By having
chapter members volunteer we ended up with four ride
leaders, and gang pressed some of the participants
into becoming the cat herder in the rear. Everyone
enjoyed the ride(s), and returned safely.
That was one major “learning” for us all. Another
came in the grand parade, or procession as our City
deemed it, without police escort for traffic control.
Once again, however, we all being GWRRA members
and trained in ride protocol, this ride was completed
without a hitch. Members on the ride kept the radio
silent, and key members were able to provide the
necessary information or warnings where needed. A
large group can ride together providing every rider
and co-rider work together for the safety of all those
involved. Again, all rode to the ice cream stop safely,
and together without incident.
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For some reason unknown, and unexplained, Colorado
District Conventions seem to occur during either
monsoons, or heat waves! Not always, but enough
to make things a little disconcerting. This year is was
hot, especially on the range for the rider courses.
Several participants had difficulty with the heat during
the final portions of the exercises, and one motorcycle
unit experienced some issues associated with heat
as well. Remember the discussion a newsletter or
two ago about ambient heat and the equivalent heat
index? According to the temperature gauges on my
GL 1800, the heat index factor of the heat coming off
the pavement was ranging from 109 to 111 degrees.
That is truly hot, folks! The ambient temperature
was between 92-94 degrees. A week prior Nick and
I completed a PLP at Cerise Park which started at 2
PM. Again, ambient heat ranged in the mid 90’s, but I
don’t believe we looked at the heat index. Even with
plenty of water, and breaks, in both instances we were
willing to call it “a day” by the time the exercises were
completed.
The “learning” from these? Look for range and road
type exercises to start a lot earlier in morning during
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summer months, most likely around 7 AM. This has
several factors; of course it is cooler, but this allows
us to have brains that are not overheated leading to
errors in judgement, or execution of the exercises.
We are also mentally alert not having the morning
activities taking up data bank space interfering with
our thought processes, etc. The objectives of range/
road exercises is twofold, skills gained, and having
fun. If it is extremely hot, ambient or heat index wise,
or cold and wet, these are definitely not fun; and in
some circumstances border on becoming unsafe.
The good news is we all got through the convention
and all its activities without incident, gained some more
knowledge or refreshed that which we already had
learned, and gained needed skills. Plus we had fun
amongst all these activities. Look for more of the same
as the convention (barring extenuating circumstances)
will be right back here next year, most likely the same
weekend, giving all of us another great fun filled event.
And as Penny and I always say, RIDE WITH PRIDE
AND CONFIDENCE!

Birthdays & Anniversaries

Happy Birthday and Anniversary to all those listed below

September 7		
Septemper 20
September 22

Bob & Madalyn Sprague
John & Carole Sheehan
David & Janet Moorehead

September 12
September 26

Vic Cloutier
Bruce Garry

Chapter G Wishes You All The Best!
Remember, We can’t post your Birthdays and Anniversaries
if we don’t know the dates. Let us know.
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Think about advertising!
We would love to have your business card
HERE
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