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From the Chapter Director

Mike Vaillancourt
Chapter G Director

Happy New Year everyone!  It seemed that winter was never 
going to get started and then it happened on December 
30th…..Snow!!  You would have never guessed that we 
would have 63 degrees on Christmas Day.  I made my 
Christmas rounds visiting friends and family on my Gold 
Wing. I should have had a Santa suit for the ride.   It started 
out at 9 AM at 43 degrees and was up to 63 by 3 PM.  What 
a beautiful ride.  I even filmed it on my GoPro camera that 
I recently got.  When I figure how to edit it, I will post it up 
on Youtube for you all to see.   

We had an excellent turn out at the annual Chapter G 
Holiday Dinner at the Greenside on December 10th with 
32 in attendance.   After dessert, I made the announcement 
that Carole and John Sheehan were the 2016 Chapter NH-G 
couple of the year.  Carole and John received their Couple 
of the Year pendants from outgoing 2015 Chapter G Couple 
of the Year Bob and Beryl Reid.  Carole and John both 
seemed very surprised at their appointment.  I know that 
they will take this honor with pride and do us all proud at 
the upcoming New England States Rally in Lebanon, NH 
this coming July.

John Sheehan has been very busy these past few weeks 
with the ride schedule.  He has some open dates to fill and 

is looking for ideas to complete the schedule.  That being 
said, the 2016 Chapter G ride schedule will be the BIG topic 
of conversation this coming Saturday, January 9th  for our 
January Chapter Gathering at my home in Canterbury.  A 
draft of the schedule is published later on in this newsletter.  
It will be posted to the website when it becomes final. To all 
you Chapter Snow Birds down in the warmer climates, you 
had better get your riding boots out and polished up because 
we have a very busy ride schedule this coming season.   

Due to the closing of the Greenside for the months of 
January and February, we “Hit the Road” so to speak and 
have Pot Luck Gatherings.  January’s gathering starts at 
6PM.  My address is 161 Shaker Road, Canterbury, NH.  
Turn up Shaker Road off of route 106 next to the 106 
Beanstalk store in Loudon, go exactly 1.5 miles, and my 
house is on the right (yellow ranch house with a green metal 
roof and a two car garage underneath).  Come through the 
door between the garage doors and come on upstairs.  Please 
email me at gwrra.nh-g@comcast.net   and let me know if 
you are bringing a main dish, a 
salad, or a dessert.  The Chapter 
will provide beverages. 

On another note, please keep 
in your thoughts and Prayers 
Lee Hirtle who is going in the 
hospital on January 5th to have a 
tumor removed from one of his 
kidneys 

 See you all on the 9th at my home 
in Canterbury!

mailto:gwrra.nh-g@comcast.net
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NATIONAL, REGIONAL &
N.H. DISTRICT STAFF

GWRRA President, Anita Alkire
	 president@gwrra.org         
	 800-843-9460 

Executive Director of GWRRA, Ray & Sandy Garris
	 director@gwrra.org 	
	 800-843-9460

Region B Directors, Tom & Renee Washuk
	 regionbdirectors.tom.renee@gmail.com 
	 570-474-1014

2015/2016 Region B Couple of the Year
	 Rich & Wendy Wirt
	 717-579-6656 (Rich)  / 717-315-5387 (Wendy)
	 sawdustman51@comcast.net

N.H. District Directors, Ed & Denise Heath 
	 gwrranhdd@msn.com 	
	 603-934-4168

N.H. Asst. District Director, Dave & Bonnie Bolster
 	 gwrra.nh.a@gmail.com 	
	 603-315-9471

N.H. District Educator, Dick Bernier
	 rbernier123@gmail.com	
	 978-496-4363

District Memb. Enhancement Coord., Carole Sheehan	
carolesheehan.gwrra.nh.g@gmail.com   

	 603-973-4011	

District Trearurer, Madalyn Sprague
	 bobandmadalyns@myfairpoint.net

NH CHAPTER G STAFF
Chapter Director, Mike Vaillancourt
	 gwrra.nh-g@comcast.net      603-276-0715

Assistant Chapter Director, Carole Sheehan
	 carolesheehan.gwrra.nh.g@gmail.com   603-973-4011	

Chapter Treasurer, Beryl Reid
	 bobnberyl@metrocast.net 	 603-892-6854

Membership Enhancement Coordinators
	 Meri & Lee Hirtle       msgtlee@metrocast.net

Chapter Store Keepers, Bob & Kaye Hamel
 	 rhamel2@myfairpoint.net 	 603-524-6360

Chapter Educator, Bob Reid 
	 bobnberyl@metrocast.net  603-892-6854

Chapter Ride Coordinator, John Sheehan
	 sheehanwoodworking@yahoo.com   603-755-3414

Chapter Photographer, Bob Reid 
	 bobnberyl@metrocast.net  603-892-6854

Chapter Trainer, Please Volunteer

Chapter G Goodwill Ambassador, Charles Collins
	 603-875-0184

Chapter Activities Coordinator, Please Volunteer

2016 Chapter Couple of the Year, Carole & John Sheehan	
carolesheehan.gwrra.nh.g@gmail.com   603-973-4011	

Newsletter Editor, Carol Cloutier
     	 info@brooksidestudionh.com	   603-569-3288

Website Coordinator, Mike Vaillancourt
	 gwrra.nh-g@comcast.net      603-276-0715

2015 NEW HAMPSHIRE CHAPTER DIRECTORS
A – Concord/Manchester .................. David & Bonnie Bolster 603-624-0268 gwrra.nh.a@gmail.com
G – Laconia/Lakes Region ................. Mike Vaillancourt 603-276-0715 gwrra.nh-g@comcast.net
E- Keene/Monadnock Region ............ Ron & Suzie Black 603-532-9342 darkcat1@myfairpoint.com
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From the Assistant Chapter Director

Still Riding in December!

Normally we would have all had our bikes put up 
for the winter by the beginning of December but 
2015 has many members out enjoying weather 
in the 40’s, 50’s and 60’s. Just throw on some 
heated gear and many were off on adventures 
like the Kanc in December!  I think had it not been 
for the fog many members may have ridden to the 
Holiday Dinner celebration!

While we took some solo rides we also took 
every advantage to ride with fellow members like 
Howard Towne (NH-G) and Ron Black (NH-E).  
And to end the year in style we took a Christmas 
Day ride to Nubble Light with Howard Towne! Not 
sure it gets any better than that.

 

Couple of the Year!

John and I want to thank the entire chapter for 
choose us as the 2016 Chapter Couple of the 
Year. We had fun in 2015 doing what we could 
for the chapter and the district because we want 
to grow the membership, make new friends that 
share our love of riding, and increase the amount 
of time we are on the bike and open roads. 

The award was not necessary in our view. To say 
that we were surprised was an understatement. 
It is an honor to share the distinction with folks 
like Bob and Beryl Reid.  

Carole & John Sheehan
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                  2016 Ride Schedule

The 2016 ride schedule is now available and has 
been emailed to the membership and has been 
added to the shared GWRRA Google Calendar 
located online at https://gwrranhdistrict.shutterfly.
com/calendar.  

If you don’t have Internet access we will have 
some copies at the monthly meeting or you call 
603-973-4011 and we will mail you a hard copy of 
the schedule. 

There are some rides that are still TBD so 
please submit your suggestions for rides and 
also consider leading the ride if you can. More 
information regarding our Chapter Weekend in 
August will be made available soon.  

January

•	 Saturday, January 9th – 6:00 PM Monthly 
Meeting & Pot Luck Dinner 

o	 At Mike Vaillancourt’s house, 161 Shaker 
Road, Canterbury, NH

o	 Chapter will provide the beverages. 
o	 Please email Mike @ gwrra.nh-g@comcast.

net or call 603-276-0715 with what you will 
be bringing - Appetizer, Main Meal, Side Dish, 
Dessert

•	 Saturday, January 23rd - 5:00 PM Bowling 
& Dine Out @ Fun Spot, Weir’s Beach                      

o	 579 Endicott Street North, Laconia, NH                                                         
o	 Open to all chapters, friends and family. 

Please call 603-973-4011 or email 
carolesheehan.gwrra.nh.g@gmail.com let us 
know if you are planning on attending that 
would be great and ensure we have enough 
lanes reserved.  

o	 Choose 10 Pin or Candle Pin Followed by 
dinner in their restaurant    

o	 FUNSPOT’S BOWLING RATES:
	1 String            $4.00
	1 Shoe Rental  $2.50  

February

•	 Saturday, February 13th – 6:00 PM Pot 
Luck Monthly Meeting 

o	 At Bob & Beryl Reid’s, 18 Jacks Drive, 
Alexandria, NH 

o	 Chapter will provide the beverages.
o	 Call Bob or Beryl 603-892-1355 or email 

bobnberyl@metrocast.net for questions or to 
let us know what you will bring - Appetizer, 
Salad or Dessert.  

•	 Saturday, February 27th - 5:00 PM Bowling 
& Dine Out at Fun Spot, Weir’s Beach       

o	 579 Endicott Street North, Laconia, NH                                                         
o	 Open to all chapters, friends and family. 

Please call 603-973-4011 or email 
carolesheehan.gwrra.nh.g@gmail.com let us 
know if you are planning on attending that 
would be great and ensure we have enough 
lanes reserved.  

o	 Choose 10 Pin or Candle Pin Followed by 
dinner in their restaurant    

o	 FUNSPOT’S BOWLING RATES:
	1 String            $4.00
	1 Shoe Rental  $2.50  

John Sheehan
Chapter NH-G Ride Coordinator

From the Ride Coordinator

https://gwrranhdistrict.shutterfly.com/calendar
https://gwrranhdistrict.shutterfly.com/calendar
mailto:gwrra.nh-g@comcast.net
mailto:gwrra.nh-g@comcast.net
mailto:carolesheehan.gwrra.nh.g@gmail.com
mailto:bobnberyl@metrocast.net
mailto:carolesheehan.gwrra.nh.g@gmail.com
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Birthdays & Anniversaries
Happy Birthday and Anniversary to all those listed below

Chapter G Wishes You All The Best!
Remember, We can’t post your Birthdays 

and Anniversaries if we don’t know the dates. 
Let us know.

January 10	 Cheryl Goldsmith

January 21	 Kathy Decelles

January 25	 Ed Settino

Due to popular demand, WING DING 38 has been moved back by one 
day to a Wednesday through Saturday pattern! 

The NEW DATES are AUGUST 31 - SEPTEMBER 3, 2016. 
 

We appreciate all the feedback and hope this makes for more 
convenient travel time.  We look forward to seeing you in Billings!

 
Be sure to visit our website for info on how to book your room and to 
get registered for the event! You won't want to miss this great event in 

BIG SKY COUNTRY!        WING DING 38
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GWRRA Chapter NH-G
“The Lakes Region Wings”

2016 Ride Schedule
(First Draft 12/20/2015)

Unless otherwise noted, Monthly Chapter Gatherings are held at the Greenside Restaurant, 360 
Laconia Road, Tilton, N.H.  Arrive at 8 AM.  Meeting starts promptly at 9 AM, 

with a ride following during the riding season.

1-9-2016	 January NH-G Gathering.  6PM at Mike Vaillancourt’s home at 161 Shaker Road, 
Canterbury, N.H.  Chapter to provide beverages.  This is a pot luck event  E-mail Mike 
Vaillancourt what you will be bringing at gwrra.nh-g@concast.net.

1-23-2016	 Bowling and Dine-Out at Fun Spot, Weirs Beach, 579 Endicott St. North, Laconia, NH at 
5PM.  1 String $4.00.  Shoe Rentals $2.50.

2-13-2016	 February NH-G Gathering.  6PM at Bob & Beryl Reid’s, 18 Jacks Drive, Alexandria, N.H.  
Chapter to provide beverages.  This is a pot luck event.  E-mail Bob & Beryl with what you 
will be bringing at bobnberyl@metrocast.net or call at 603-892-1355.

2-27-2016	 Bowling and Dine-Out at Fun Spot, Weirs Beach, 579 Endicott St.North, Laconia, N.H. at 
5 PM.  1 String $4.00.  Shoe Rentals $2.50.

3-13-2016	 March NH-G Gathering at the Greenside Restaurant, 360 Laconia Road, Tilton, N.H.  
Breakfast 8 AM.  Meeting at 9AM.

3-36-2016	 Bowling and Dine-Out at Fun Spot, Weirs Beach, 579 Endicott St. North, Laconia, N.H. at 
5PM.  1 String $4.00. Shoe Rentals $2.50.

4-10-2016	 April NH-G Gathering at the Greenside Restaurant, 360 Laconia Road, Tilton, N.H.  
Breakfast at 8AM.  Meeting at 9AM.  Weather permitting, we will have the Annual Ice 
Out Ride around Lake Winnipesaukee and an ice cream stop in Wolfeboro.  Ride led by 
NH-G Chapter Director Mike Vaillancourt.

5-7-2016	 Chapter NH-E Motorcycle Swap Yard Sale at Ron & Suzie Black’s, 6 Tyler Hill Road, 
Jaffery, N.H.

5-8-2016	 May NH0G Gathering at the Greenside Restaurant, 360 Laconia Road, Tilton, N.H.  
Breakfast at 8AM.  Meeting at 9AM.  Ride to be determined.

5/14/2016	 GWRRA NH-G/NH-A/NH-E Garage Day at Mike Vaillancourt’s house, 161 Shaker Road, 
Canterbury, N.H.  03224.  Bring your oil and filter as well as an empty gallon jug for oil 
collection.  T-CLOCK inspections can be done and two lifts on site.  NH-G will provide 
coffee and donuts in the morning and a make your own sandwich lunch bar around noon.

mailto:gwrra.nh-g@concast.net
mailto:bobnberyl@metrocast.net
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5/25/2016	 Chapter NH-G Monthly Dine Out at 6PM.  Location to be determined.  Meet There.

6/4/2016	 Ride: 23rd Annual Celebration of Lupines.  Meet at Dunkiin Donuts, Laconia Road Tilton 
at 8AM.  KSU at 8:30 AM.  Late breakfast/lunch at Polly’s Pancake Parlor, Rte 117, Sugar 
Hill, N.H.  www.pollyspancakeparlor.com.  At Sugar Hill, enjoy many of the free or low 
cost activities:  Free Lupine and Poetry Walk through the Field of the Lupines at The 
Sugar Hill Sampler, Sunset Hill Rd., Free admission to Sugar Hill Historical Museum, Free 
admission to Franconia Heritage Museum (553 Main St.) tracing the history of schools 
in Easton, Franconia, and Sugar Hill, featuring a one room school.  Ride Leaders to be 
determined.

6/7-11/2016	 Americade, Lake George, NY.  

6/8/2016	 Day Trip to Americade.  Meet at Dunkin Donuts, Laconia Road, Tilton at 7:45 AM.  KSU at 
8AM.  Join Mike Vaillancourt as he leads you to Lake George.  Arrive about 12:30.  Check 
out the Vendor show.  Re Gather at 3:45.  KSU at 4PM.  Back in Tilton by 8PM.  This is 
an all day event but you will be back before dark.  Ride led by NH-G Chapter Director 
Mike Vaillancourt.

6/12/2016	 June Monthly NH-G Gathering at the Greenside Restaurant, 360 Laconia Road, Tilton, 
N.H.  Breakfast at 8 AM.  Meeting at 9 AM.  Ride to NH Seacoast.  Stop at Deerfield 
Leather.  Pit stop at the Sheehan’s beach house for a bio break.  Continue on the seacost 
to Portsmouth, NH.  Lunch at Newicks, Newington.  Ride on later for an ice cream stop on 
the way back to the Lakes Region.  Led by Ride Coordinator, John Sheehan.

6/22/2016	 NH-G Monthly Dine-Out at the Granite Steak & Grille, 11 Farmington Road (Rt. 11), 
Rochester, N.H.  6 PM.  Ride afterwards for ice cream to Johnsons in New Durham.  
Meet There.

6/25/2015	 Ride: Bennington, VT.  Mount Equinox Skyline Drive.  Optional:  Meet for breakfast at 
the Tilton Diner, 7 AM.  Afterwards, line up at the Tilton Dunkin Donuts at 8 AM.  KSU 
at 8:30 AM.  Skyline Drive is a private toll road.  Fee is $12.00 per bike.  We can take a 
picnic lunch or eat at the Madison Brewing Co., 428 Main St., Bennington, VT and then 
stop in Hillsboro at the High Tide for ice cream on the way back.  Led by Chapter Ride 
Coordinator John Sheehan.

7/10/2016	 July Monthly NH-G Gathering at the Greenside Restaurant, 360 Laconia Road, Tilton, 
N.H.  Breakfast at 8 AM.  Meeting at 9 AM.  Ride to be determined.

7/21-24/16	 New England States Rally, Lebanon, N.H.  Registration Required.

7/27/2016	 NH-G Monthly Dine-Out.  6 PM.  Location to be determined.  Meet There.

8/14/2016	 August Monthly NH-G Gathering at the Greenside Restaurant, 360 Laconia Road, Tilton, 
N.H.  Breakfast at 8 AM.  Meeting at 9 AM.  Ride following to be determined.

8/12-14/16	 Chapter NH-G Weekend Get-Away.  Rutland, VT.  Open to all GWRRA Chapters.  Hotel:  
Mendon Mountain View Lodge.  Rates: $60.00 per night.  Optional full breakfast to $10.00 
per person per day.  Ride led by Chapter Ride Coordinator John Sheehan.

http://www.pollyspancakeparlor.com
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8/24/2016	 NH-G Monthly Dine-Out.  405 Pub, Laconia NH followed by ice cream at the 
		  Happy Cow next door.  Meet There.

8/7/2016	 Ride: Bridge of Flowers, Shelburne, MA.  Meet at the Tilton Dunkin Donuts at 8:30 AM.  
KSU at 9 AM. Ride led by Chapter Ride Coordinator John Sheehan.

9/1-4/2016	 Wing Ding, Billings Montana.

9/11/2016	 September NH-G Gathering at the Greenside Restaurant, 360 Laconia Road, Tilton, N.H.  
Ride following to York Maine to Kaye Hamel’s Brothers Restaurant for some killer lobster 
rolls.  Ride led by Bob Hamel.

9/15-17/16	 GWRRA VT-A Wells Ogunquit Weekend.

9/24/2-16	 Foliage Ride and Dine-Out through Eastern N.H.  Optional: Meet at the Tilton Diner for 
breakfast at 7 AM.  Line up at Dunkin Donuts at 8AM.  KSU at 8:30 AM.  Ride to Lincoln, 
N.H. to board the Hobo Railroad.  $16.00 per person.  Enjoy an 80 minute round trip train 
excursion through a woodsy setting along the banks of the Pemi River.  Train departs 
Hobo Jct. station at 64 Railroad Street, Lincoln N.H.  We can enjoy a Hobo picnic lunch 
onboard or have lunch at the Woodstock Inn around the corner after the train ride.  Ride 
led by Chapter G ride coordinator John Sheehan.

10/8/2016	 Fryeburg Fair Ride (Runs 10/2-9).  Meet at Tilton Dunkin Donuts at 8:00 AM.  KSU at 8:30 
AM.  Pickup group at Citgo station on the Alton Traffic Circle at 9:30 AM.  KSU at 10:00 
AM.  Pick up last group at Morrisey’s Front Porch in Wolfeboro at 10:30 Am.  KSU at 10:45 
AM.  Arrive at the fair around noon.  Enfly the food and activities.  Regroup at 5 PM with 
KSU at 5:30.  Ride leader to be determined. 

10/9/2016	 October NH-G Gathering at the Greenside Restaurant, 360 Laconia Road, Tilton, N.H.  
Kangamangas Foliage Ride following with lunch at the Yankee Smoke House, Ossipee 
and Ice Cream at Morrissey’s Front Porch in Wolfeboro.  DRESS WARM!!  Ride led by 
Chapter Ride Coordinator John Sheehan. 

10/??/2016	 NH-A/NH-G/NH-E Holiday Season Kick-Off Get Together Pot Luck at TBD.  6 PM till 
whenever.

11/13/2016	 November NH-G Gathering at the Greenside Restaurant, 360 Laconia Road, Tilton, N.H.  
Ride following, weather permitting.  Destination TBD.

12/8/2016	 Chapter NH-G Annual Holiday Dinner at the Greenside Restaurant, 360 Laconia Road, 
Tilton, N.H.  Social hour 6-7.  Dinner at 7 PM.  Announcement of the 2017 Chapter NH-G 
Couple of the year.  More to follow.
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Guest GWRRA 
Rider Education

“WHERE FROM HERE?”
by Ace (Howie) Peterson
Guest Educator  CO-Q

2016, another year lies ahead of us full of promise, and 
hopefully great adventures involving lots of riding, fine 
food, great scenery, warm days, and smooth pavement.  
This past year I have covered many facets of rider 
safety information, hints, and tidbits that have hopefully 
provided reasoned input to enhance our riding skills, and 
general information to keep our rides enjoyable and safe.  
At times, it seems as if I am going over information that 
we have already heard as in the proverbial “if I have told 
you once, I have told you a hundred times”!  Up to a point, 
repetition is valuable as a method to reinforce learning 
process(s).  After that, repetition may well become “done 
that, heard that” in nature.  

As I have stated before, even if we have heard some 
training before, the old adage of “don’t use, lose it” still 
applies.  Knowledge, like skills has a habit of disappearing 
into the background, filed away in some file within our 
mental computer under a heading we don’t remember.  
And as we age, for many of us, that is just the natural 
process of things.  At one time I was a whiz at math, and 
now for the life of me I cannot even remember simple 
theorems from high school!  Not that I really need these 
any more, however, at times it is the critical knowledge 
along with skills that remains hid away just when we 
need it the most.  Thus it is back to repetition, however, 
I will still attempt to come up with topics that provide 
food for thought, and bring along the needed training for 
upgrading skills, and levels of rider education.  

You the member have some homework for the coming 
year, namely if you read an article on motorcycle riding, 
or any other subject that you feel may be a good topic for 
a newsletter, or presentation at our meetings, pass it along 
to me.  When it comes to borrowing others information, 
I don’t even blush with shame!  Heck, as long as the 
proper folks get the credit where legal or otherwise, all 
information sharing is good.

Therefore, as the title says, where to from here for 2016?  
In looking at the database, we will need to schedule 
some seminars and classes for the coming year.  Several 
members need new or updating on Co-Rider; MFA will 
again be offered; riding courses at the district convention 
in August for those needing those; Parking Lot Practice 
for both forms of motorcycles this spring; another Road 
Captains Course; Tour Riding for the membership to 
compliment the Road Captains Course, which will get 
the “have too’s” out of the way.  I plan on having a 
trailering course this spring as well, which we can use 
both for enjoyment along with training.  There are some 
other items we may use at our chapter gatherings as well 
that play into rider education and can be done in a brief 
time period.  Don’t be surprised if some of you become 
victims, oops, I meant voluntold’s, er…well, you get the 
picture.  All in the name of good clean, mostly fun, as 
well as training. 

One thought for 2016 involves using each ride as a training 
run implementing those skills we have been taught, seen in 
videos, or even read about in magazines.  These however, 
should not include front wheel stands, wheelies, and the 
like!  Maybe when we were younger…..Using each ride 
as training assists us in keeping our heads in the “game” 
instead of mentally disappearing in the mental fog that 
so often creeps into our mindset.  I realize this may a 
little tough on those long straight runs down the super 
slab, yet focusing on speed, lane position, and traffic can 
assist there as well.  Remember the “what if” exercise?  
Another great exercise while riding.  Between now and 
spring, don’t let PMS (parked motorcycle syndrome) get 
you down.

And as always, ride with Pride and Confidence!

Ace (Howie) Peterson
Colorado Chapter CO-Q Educator
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Until the Chapter gets a Motorist Awareness Coordinator, Nick Hoppner from the 
Colorado District, will graciously provide us with MAD articles.  Editor

“January, January”
No, the title of this article is 
not a typographical error. 
I didn’t stutter. But I did 
repeat myself for a reason, 
which I’ll get to in a following 
paragraph.

As I’m writing this for the 
January issue of our Chapter’s newsletter, I couldn’t 
help thinking about the first month, and what it’s named 
for, and how it relates to Motorist Awareness. 

January is the first month of the year in the Julian and 
Gregorian calendars and one of seven months with the 
length of 31 days. The first day of the month, known 
as New Year’s Day, looks both forward to new events 
and challenges and backward to consider how we all 
did in the previous 12 months. Indeed, it’s altogether 
appropriate to consider January as a month to “look 
twice.” 

In ancient Roman religion and myth, Janus is the god 
of beginnings and transitions, and thereby of gates, 
doors, doorways, passages and endings. He is usually 
depicted as having two faces, since he looks to the 
future and to the past. (See the image of the two faces 
of Janus accompanying this article.) Although some 
folks think the month of January was named for Juno, 
another Roman god, I favor the opinion that naming it 
after Janus makes better sense.

The god Janus was also said to preside over the 
beginning and ending of conflict, and hence war and 
peace. The doors of his temple were open in time 
of war, and closed to mark the peace. As a god of 
transitions, he had functions pertaining to birth and to 

journeys and exchange, and he was concerned with 
travelling, trading and shipping.

So what does any of this palaver have to do with 
Motorist Awareness? It’s really a good reminder that 
(especially during January when dirty, icy smears coat 
almost every vehicle’s side windows and rearview 
mirrors) motorists should consider the example of 
Janus and look twice to save a life. At an intersection, 
look left, then right, then left and right again. Think of 
the article title—“January, January”—as you do so. It 
will be a little reminder of how to be sure there’s not 
trouble/conflict/war coming quickly toward you when 
you least expect it.

Well-trained motorists realize that looking twice is a 
wise practice. And practice it you should! Sometimes, 
the most unexpected things 
can appear suddenly outside 
your vehicle even in January. 
Deer, elk, dogs, sheep, moose, 
snowmobiles, motorcycles, 
sidewise skidding garbage 
trucks—they all can come 
careening toward you when you 
least expect it. 

So, this month, take a tip from your buddy Janus. Do 
twice as much looking for trouble and your year ahead 
will be more peaceful, more healthy, and more fun. 
Think “January, January.”

Nick Hoppner
Colorado Motorist 

Awareness Coordinator-West

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Month
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Year
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Julian_calendar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gregorian_calendar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Year%27s_Day
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religion_in_ancient_Rome
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_mythology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Roman_deities
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Roman_birth_and_childhood_deities
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