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Gold Wing Road Riders Association
Chapter NH-G • Laconia, NH

THE LAKES REGION WINGS
June 2017

Our 29th Year

From the Chapter Directors
Do You Suffer from PMS?
I know that John and
I are certainly hoping
that our full time riding
season will come soon.
Life has been keeping
us busy with family
weddings, graduations
and more.

Support Chapter
NH-E

Don’t forget to support NHE’s fund-raiser Yahtzee Run.
Registration is required. See
the flyer in the newsletter.

Piñata Creative Sessions

Luckily NH-G and the
other chapters have
a full ride schedule
planned, there are rallies,
weekends away and
Wing Ding. Lots to keep us on two wheels this summer.
So what are your plans this summer? Have you marked your
calendar for all of the NH District Chapter rides? If not, do
it now and you will not suffer from summer PMS! Subscribe
to the NH District Calendar to be sure you are getting the
ride updates https://teamup.com/kse27df9a959f10844.
Here is what is currently on the calendar for June for NH-G:
• Sunday, June 11th Monthly Gathering 8AM Breakfast
& Gathering at 9AM. Followed by the “Fly Away"
ride led by Ed Heath.
• Tuesday, June 20th at 6PM - Piñata Creative Session &
Dinner at Cooper Products, 210 Fair Street, Laconia, NH

Weekend Away

There are still some rooms at the Inn. If you are planning to
attend make your hotel reservations soon and send in your
registration form by June 15th. After the 15th we will be
opening the remaining rooms to the other NH chapters.
It is shaping up to be a wonderful weekend. Between the
rides, the inn, the food and the games it is going to be a
weekend away to set the stage for all future weekends. So
register soon.

We have been working on the Piñata for the rally and we
would love to have as many members involved in the
creation process. Each session we've had great new ideas and
I believe that our submission will be really amazing. We
are moving into the decoration phase and a very exciting
part of the project. Your hands and ideas would be very
welcome. We meet next on June 20th.

Cog Railway in August
Mike Vaillancourt has planned a wonderful ride to the Cog
Railway for our August ride. The cost for the Cog Railway
will be $39.00 (normally $65.00). Pre-Registration for the
train will be required. We will give one check to the railway
for the group rate and all the tickets. You can come on the
ride and not go on the train.
See the registration
form and be sure to
send it in no later than
July 31st
See you on a ride very
soon!

Carole & John Sheehan
NH Chapter G Directors

Nobody has more Fun than “G”!

..>99(>99(

Page 2

Rewind
ARC (Advanced Rider Course)
The month started off with the Sheehan’s and the Reid’s
heading down to Billerica to take the ARC course on May
5th and 6th. It was a great course and we all learned so much
from educational information to new techniques. It was
really windy while on the course but everyone who attended
did amazing.
If you have never taken the course we highly recommend
you take it the next time it is offered. It looks like that will
be in the fall sometime.
If you have previously taken a refresher or recertification it
would be beneficial to attend if you have the time.
NOTE: FedEx in Billerica will be moving to the front of the
building so they will not have the back parking lot anymore
to lend us. If you know of a place large enough to allow
us to hold an ARC course please let Dick Bernier, NH
District Educator, know. Having a place could allow us
to offer the course more than a couple times a year…and
maybe local in NH

Garage Day
Held Saturday, May 20th, Garage Day was well attended.
From changing the oil, air filters, lighting, checking
TCLOCs and more to constant use of the bike washing
station folks got busy with making sure their rides are ready
for the season. See some pictures on page 4.
In the morning we offered complimentary coffee and
muffins. The lunch bar included make your own
sandwiches, tossed salad, pasta salad (thank you Lynne
Christiansen NH-A), assorted chips and wonderful cookies
(thank you Susie Black, NH-E), water and soda.

everyone that attended a chance to enter and win.  The two
winners of $26.00 each were Charlie Collins, NH-G and
Scott from NH-A.
As many know, Mike Vaillancourt will be selling his house
and moving to Concord very soon if all goes well. While it
will be the last at his home we are planning on finding a new
location to hold it. It may depend on if someone buys his
lift, but we will have it next year. As a thank you from all the
chapters we presented Mike a one night stay at the Mendon
Mountainview Lodge, in Mendon VT. Be sure to thank
Mike the next time you see him for his years of opening his
home and sharing his knowledge with everyone.

May Meeting
We had a quick meeting during breakfast so we could get
through the “Night Riding” training that Dick Bernier, NH
District Educator presented for us.
NOTE: The Weekend Away will be opened up to other
chapters after June 15th. If you planning on attending
please register soon! There are 19 rooms and 10 have been
booked. You must have your registration form and money in
by the 15th to hold your place. The flyer is in the newsletter.
If you have reserved your room but have not sent in your
registration form please do quickly to hold your place. If
there is overwhelming response I can try to get a flow-over
hotel.
NH-E mentioned they have a “Yahtzee Run” fund raiser
scheduled for June 24th. NH-E sold lots of raffle tickets for
us (and had the grand prize winner) so supporting them in
their fundraiser would be a wonderful way to thank them.
The 50/50 winner was Louise Laposa with a jackpot of
$53.00.

The 50/25/25 was drawn at the May meeting to allow

Nobody has more Fun than “G”!
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Tire Raffle Winners
Congratulations to all the winners. Next year we will only
have local GWRRA members draw the winners in hopes
that a member wins! (Just Kidding…Sort Of)
Grand Prize - $700
Tony Mancuso, New Hampshire
Sold by Ron Black, NH-E
2nd Prize - $100
Leroy Mason, New Hampshire
Sold by Mike Vaillancourt NH-G
3rd Prize - $50
Freddie Carrasso, Arizonia
Sold by Bob & Beryl Reid, NH-G

Rally Piñata Creation
We’ve had two Pinata meetings, May 31 and June 8. We
are making headway on our creations and are happy to
have more volunteers to help create our masterpieces. We
will have two more sessions in June to make sure we are
on schedule. We will meet on June 20th & 28th at 6pm at
Cooper Products, unless someone wants to open their house
and we can help fund a BBQ. Let me know!

Carole & John Sheehan
NH Chapter G Directors

Nobody has more Fun than “G”!
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MAY RIDE
ICE CREAM STOP
TOWN DO<^
HAVING
ΗLOB^d,Η &hE͊

RON & SUSIE BLACK

CATHY NEAL

MIKE
VAILLANCOURT

SECAROLE
BLACK SHEEHAN

CHARLIE COLLINS

JOHN SHEEHAN

BARBARA WHITNEY

PHIL & LINDA ALLARD
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From the Assistant Chapter Directors
Looking to our “Weekend Away”
Bob and I just spent the long weekend meeting our
Innkeepers, Steve & Margie, and making the maiden voyage
for the ride on Saturday for our Weekend Away in August.
It’s a perfect setting with rustic décor and very quiet with
beautiful views. Steve & Margie are very nice and the food
was fantastic. Steve is also the Chef. Since we are going to
fill all the rooms that they have, they are going to close the
restaurant Saturday night to the public so we will have the
whole Inn to ourselves. It’s going to be a great time. If you
haven’t called and reserved your room, pleases do so soon.
We were told this weekend there is only 9 rooms left. After
June 15th we will open it up to other NH chapters and we
have already had several say they want to go so the rooms
will be filled.
Work is progressing on the piñata for the Rally in Sturbridge.
Please consider joining us and “participating” in the fun.
Don’t forget your Green Coin. Even if you don’t feel
creative you can execute instructions for building. We want
as much participation and team effort as we can get. This

may allow us to do more than one entry as we had several
ideas that were tossed around. Right now we are meeting
twice a month with some people given “homework” to do
before the next meeting. As we get closer, we may increase
the frequency to
make sure we
have the winning
piñata.
Yours for safety
& fun,

Bob & Beryl Reid
NH Chapter G Assistant Directors

Birthdays & Anniversaries

Happy Birthday and Anniversary to all those listed below

June 6
June 12
June 13
June 14
June 17

Carol & Vic Cloutier
Bob & Kaye Hamel
Bev & Roger Kindred
Bruce & Lynda Hartley
Gary & Sandy Williams

June 8
June 14
June 15
June 27

Barbara Whitney
Bobby Broneske
Bev Kindred
Jo-Anne Gilbert

Chapter G Wishes You All The Best!
Remember, We can’t post your Birthdays and Anniversaries if we don’t know the dates.
Let us know.

Nobody has more Fun than “G”!
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GWRRA Chapter
Rider Education
“Share Te Road”
Each month, one of my duties as your
Chapter NH-G Educator is to come up with
a Safety article for the monthly newsletter.
So, then comes the big decision, what do I write
about?   So the first thing I do is start flipping
through my various motorcycle magazines and check
out the internet and I came across
this add from the Texas Department
of Transportation on Vehicle Vs
Motorcycle Safety Features.
Doing my due diligence every day
for the past 36 years as an Auto
Salesperson, I always talk with my
clients about the latest and greatest
safety features that the modern
automobile has to offer. I never gave
it a thought that my Gold Wings don’t
have those same features. Knowing
this, we have to really be cognizant of
our surroundings at all times, not only
for the safety of ourselves and our
passengers, but to make sure that we
don’t have any altercations with other
vehicles or objects.   When it comes
right down to it, any interaction with
any thing else out there means that
we, the motorcyclist would loose.
I like this add specifically because it is for the nonmotorcycling public to help them to take that extra split
second to take that second, or perhaps a third look for
motorcycles and it tells them that we don’t have all the
safety features that are incorporated into their vehicles.
We as responsible motorcyclists also have a responsibility
to not take foolish chances by pulling out in front of a car
at the last second, or passing vehicles when it is unsafe,
because the driving public might not see us.

Headlamp and tail lamp modulators are a
big item to get you noticed without a lot of
cost. Contrary to popular belief, the headlamp
modulators that are available for Gold Wings are
totally legal in all 50 States of the US and all the
Provinces in Canada as long as they are configured
and installed properly. Motor Vehicle
Safety Standard (MVSS) 108 (49
CFR Part 571.108 S7.9.4) makes it
illegal for any State or Province to
outlaw modulating headlamps. Those
modulating headlamps would greatly
reduce the chance of a vehicle crossing
the road in front of you because “they
didn’t see you”, especially now that
2/3 of all the vehicles on the road in
the US and all vehicles in Canada
have “Daytime” running lamps.
Tail light modulators or flashers get
the attention of the drivers following
you to give them additional notice
that you are slowing down or coming
to a stop. Till Next Month!
Safety First!....the life you save may
be your own.

Mike
Vaillancourt

Chapter NH-G Educator

It is amazing what the Aftermarket has come up with to
help us be more visible to our four wheel friends out there.

Nobody has more Fun than “G”!
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NATIONAL, REGIONAL &
N.H. DISTRICT STAFF
GWRRA President, Anita Alkire
800-843-9460
president@gwrra.org

NH CHAPTER G STAFF
Chapter Directors, Carole & John Sheehan
directors.nhg@gmail.com

603-973-4011

Assistant Chapter Directors, Beryl & Bob Reid
bobnberyl@metrocast.net
603-892-6854

International Director of GWRRA, Ray & Sandy Garris
800-843-9460
director@gwrra.org
Region B Directors, Tom & Renee Wasluck
		570-474-1014
regionbdirectors.tom.renee@gmail.com
2017 Region B couple of the Year
Bob & Julie Ahear
		301-997-1254
rahearn914@aol.com

Chapter Treasurer, Linda Allard
LPAllard1945@comcast.net

603-491-9377

Membership Enhancement Coordinators
Meri & Lee Hirtle
msgtlee@metrocast.net
Chapter Store Keepers, Bob & Kaye Hamel
rhamel2@myfairpoint.net
603-524-6360
Chapter Educator, Mike Vaillancourt
gwrra.nh-g@comcast.net

603-276-0715

Chapter Ride Coordinator, Please Volunteer

NH District Directors, David & Bonnie Bolster
603-315-9471
gwrranh.district@gmail.com
NH Asst. District Director, Ron & Susie Black
603-532-9342
darkcat1@myfairpoint.net
NH District Educator, Dick Bernier
978-496-4363
rbernier123@gmail.com

Chapter Photographer, Bob Reid
bobnberyl@metrocast.net

603-892-6854

Chapter G Goodwill Ambassador, Charles Collins
			
603-875-0184
Chapter Sunshine Coordinator, Kaye Hamel
rhamel2@myfairpoint.net
603-524-6360
2017 Chapter Couple of the Year, Meri & Lee Hirtle
msgtlee@metrocastnet

District Memb. Enhancement Coord., Carole Sheehan
603-973-4011
directorsnhg@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor, Carol Cloutier
info@brooksidestudionh.com

603-569-3288

Website Coordinator, Carole Sheehan
directors.nhg@gmail.com

603-973-4011

District Treasurer, Julie Bernier
Juliekb25@comcast.net

2017 NEW HAMPSHIRE CHAPTER DIRECTORS
A – Concord/Manchester ..................... Chris & Lynne Christiansen gwrra.nh.a@gmail.com
G – Laconia/Lakes Region .................... John & Carole Sheehan 603-755-3414 directors.nhg@gmail.com
E – Keene/Monadnock Region .............. Ron & Suzie Black 603-532-9342 darkcat1@myfairpoint.com
T – Hampton/Seacoast Region……....... Tom & Kathy Fallon 978-294-9772 gwrranht@gmail.com

Nobody has more Fun than “G”!
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NH-‐G	
  
WEEKEND	
  AWAY	
  

	
  

	
  
	
  
th
th
WHEN:	
  	
  August	
  18 	
  –	
  August	
  20 ,	
  2017	
   TO	
  RESERVE	
  
WHERE:	
  	
  	
  Country	
  Club	
  Inn	
  
• Call	
  Country	
  Club	
  Inn	
  @	
  (207)	
  864-‐3831	
  
56 Country Club Road
• Room	
  Block	
  under	
  Gold	
  Wing	
  Road	
  
Rangeley, Maine 04970
Riders	
  	
  (GWRRA	
  NH-‐G)	
  
www.countryclubinnrangeley.com	
  
	
  

	
  

COST	
  -‐	
  $109.00	
  per	
  night	
  
BREAKFAST	
  -‐	
  $10.00	
  per	
  person	
  per	
  day	
  	
  
SATURDAY	
  DINNER	
  -‐	
  $22.00	
  per	
  person	
  
	
  

SCHEDULE
Friday:
• Group or Solo Ride to Rangeley
• Make your own plans for Dinner
Saturday:
• Breakfast at the Country Club
• “International” Ride & Scavenger Hunt
• BBQ Dinner at the Country Club Inn
• “The Not So Newlywed Game”
Sunday:
• Breakfast at the Country Club
• Group Ride Home
FROM VERMONT AND NEW HAMPSHIRE:
Take Route 2 East. Continue through St. Johnsbury, VT to Gorham, NH. Take
Route 16 North through Errol. Continue on Route 16 then turn left on Route 4.
Travel 5 miles and you will see our sign on right. We are located before the village
of Rangeley.

Nobody has more Fun than “G”!
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June 24,2017

“YAHTZEE” RUN
*To benefit Ma & NH Food Banks *
Register and start at the Jaffery Country Cafe
80 Peterborough st Jaffrey, NH.
(perhaps buy breakfast before)

Registration 9-11 am
$15 Rider-$20 with co-rider
Extra cards $5

Ride at your own pace, Play at the stops along the way!

Prizes, Chinese auction, 50/50, Raffles at the end..

Nobody has more Fun than “G”!
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BASEBALL
and
HANDBELLS
The GRANITE STATE RINGERS
will be playing

THE NATIONAL ANTHEM
at the
FISHER CATS GAME
on
SATURDAY, AUGUST 5, 2017 AT 7 PM
We are selling tickets to this game
as a Fundraiser for the Granite State Ringers!
Tickets are $12.00 each.
Contact Meri Hirtle for tickets at:
396-5145 or 286-9505 or
msgtlee@metrocast.net
Nobody has more Fun than “G”!
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2017 RIDE SCHEDULE
DATE
SUNDAY, JUNE 11

CHAPTER
NH-G

EVENT
NH-G MONTHLY GATHERING & RIDE "FLY AWAY" - 8 am Breakfast
Greenside @ Lochmere 360 Laconia Road, Tilton, NH
Friday, June 16
NH-A
NH-A Monthly Gathering - Wingate Hall, Bethany Chapel - 54 Newbury Road,		
		
Manchester, NH Dinner @ 6:30 pm Meeting @ 7 pm
Saturday, June 17
NH-A
NH-A Cathedral in the Pines
Saturday, June 24
NH-E
NH-E YAHTZEE RUN @ am fery Country Cafe, Jaffery, NH
http://gwrra-nh-e.weebly.com/fliers.html
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 28
NH-G
NH-G DINE OUT - 6 pm - PINATA’S @ Cooper Products, 			
		210 Fair Street, Laconia, NH
Friday, June 30
NH-E
NH-E Monthly Gathering @ 6:30 pm at Emma’s 321 Pub & Kitchen
		
377 Rte 202, Rindge, NH.
Saturday, July 8
NH-T
NH-T Monthly
ng - American
		
232 Calef Highway, Epping, NH
SUNDAY, JULY 9
NH-G
NH-G MONTHLY GATHERING & RIDE- Seashore Trolley Museum
		- 8 am Breakfast / 9 am Gathering & Ride
Greenside @ Lochmere, 360 Laconia Road, Tilton, NH
WEDNESDAY, JULY 19
NH-G
NH-G DINE OUT 6
TBD
Friday, July 21
NH-A
NH-A Monthly Gathering - Wingate Hall, Bethany Chapel - 54 Newbury Road, 		
		
Manchester, NH Dinner @ 6:30 pm / Gathering @ 7 pm
Saturday, July 22
NH-A
NH-A Crane Castle--Ipswich MA
Thursday, July 27 - Saturday July 29, 2017

NE District Rally

Saturday, August 5
NH-A
NH-A King Arthur Flour, Norwich Vermont
Saturday, August 12
NH-T
NH-T Monthly
ing - American
		
232 Calef Highway, Epping, NH
SUNDAY, AUGUST 13
NH-G
NH-G MONTHLY GATHERING & RIDE COG RAILWAY - 8 am Breakfast 		
		
Greenside
Tilton,
Friday, August 18
NH-A
NH-A Monthly Gathering - Wingate Hall, Bethany Chapel - 54 Newbury Road, 		
		
Manchester, NH Dinner @ 6:30 pm Meeting @ 7 pm
FRIDAY, AUGUST 18 - SUNDAY AUGUST 20, 2017 NH-G WEEKEND AWAY - REGISTRATION REQUIRED			
Country Club Inn, Rangeley, ME
		
Join us for wonderful ride, scavenger hunt, great food and games!
Friday, August 25
NH-E
NH-E Monthly Gathering @ 6:30 pm at Emma’s 321 Pub & Kitchen
		
377 Rte 202, Rindge, NH.
Saturday, August 26
NH-E
NH-E VT Ride TBD
Tuesday, August 29th - Saturday September 2nd GWRRA WingDing 39, Grapevine, TX
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 30 NH-G
NH-G DINE OUT 6 pm - TBD
Saturday, September 9
NH-T
NH-T Monthly
ing - American
		
232 Calef Highway, Epping, NH

Nobody has more Fun than “G”!
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CHAPTER
NH-G

Friday, September 15
NH-A
		
Saturday, September 23
NH- E
Sunday,
NH-A
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27 NH-G
Friday, September 29
NH-E
		
Saturday, September 30
NH-A
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 8
NH-G
		
Saturday, October 14
NH-T
		
Friday, October 20
NH-A
		
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 25
NH-G
Friday, October 27
NH-E
		
Saturday, October 28
NH-E
Saturday, November 11
NH-T
		
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 12 NH-G
Friday, November 17
NH-A
		
Friday, November 24
NH-E
		
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9 NH-G

EVENT
NH-G MONTHLY GATHERING & RIDE -8 am Breakfast / 9 am Meeting & Ride
Greenside @ Lochmere, 360 Laconia Road, Tilton, NH
NH-A Monthly Gathering - Wingate Hall, Bethany Chapel - 54 Newbury Road, 		
Manchester, NH Dinner @ 6:30 pm / Meeting @ 7 pm
NH-E RTE 100 Benninton.VT to Mohawk Trail
NH-A
Woodstock VT
NH-G DINE OUT 6 PM - TBD
NH-E Monthly Gathering @ 6:30 pm at Emma’s 321 Pub & Kitchen
377 Rte 202, Rindge, NH.
NH-A Ride the Kancamagus Highway
NH-G MONTHLY GATHERING & FOLIAGE RIDE - 8 AM Breakfast / 9 AM 		
Meeting & Ride Greenside @ Lochmere, 360 Laconia Road, Tilton, NH
NH-T Monthly Meeting - American Legion at 10am for Breakfast
232 Calef Highway, Epping, NH
NH-A Monthly
ing - Wingate
Manchester, NH, Dinner @ 6:30 pm / Meeting @ 7 pm
NH-G DINE OUT  6
TBD
NH-E Monthly
ing s
377 Rte 202, Rindge, NH.
NH-E Beech Hill Farm Hopkington, NH
NH-T Monthly
ing - American
232 Calef Highway, Epping, NH
NH-G MONTHLY GATHERING & RIDE - 8 AM Breakfast / 9 AM Meeting & Ride
Greenside @ Lochmere, 360 Laconia Road, Tilton, NH
NH-A Monthly Gathering - Wingate Hall, Bethany Chapel - 54 Newbury Road, 		
Manchester, NH - Dinner @ 6:30 pm / Meeting @ 7 pm
NH-E Monthly Gathering @ 6:30 pm at Emma’s 321 Pub & Kitchen
377 Rte 202, Rindge, NH.
CHRISTMAS PARTY 6 pm
Greenside @ Lochmere, 360 Laconia Road, Tilton, NH

New Hampshire Goldwing Chapter Gathrings

NH-G (Laconia)
2nd Sunday of the month at 8:30 am @ Greenside
Restaurant at the Lochmere Country Club
360 Laconia Road, Tilton, N.H
**Breakfast is at 8 am Meeting starts promptly at 9 am
NH-A (Manchester)
3rd Friday of the month at 7:00 pm @ Wingate
Hall/Bethany Chapel (Adjacent to Manchester
Airport)
54 Newbury Road, Manchester NH 03103

NH-E (Keene)
Last Friday of every month at 6:30 pm @ Emma’s
321 Pub & Kitchen,
377 US Route 202, Rindge NH 03461
NH-T (Epping)
2nd Saturday of the month at 10:00 am - American
Legion Post 51, Lower Level Meeting Room
232 Calef Hwy (Route 125)
Epping, NH 03042

Nobody has more Fun than “G”!

..>99(>99(

Page 16

Until the Chapter gets a Motorist Awareness Coordinator, Nick Hoppner from the
Colorado District, will graciously provide us with MAD articles. Editor

This month, your Motorist Awareness editor continues to respond to questions asked
by under-informed motorists who have written in search of answers to their questions
about motorcycles and the folks who ride them.
Back by popular demand: “Ask Mr. Moto!”
THE HAPPY WANDERER
Dear Mr. Moto,
I commute on a stretch of divided highway—two lanes
of traffic headed north, two lanes headed south. On many
mornings, I wind up following a motorcyclist who, like me,
gets on the road safely, accelerates to the constant speed of
the flow of traffic (about 3 to 5 miles per hour more than the
law allows, but what the heck!), then rides consistently and
predictably—except for one thing that drives me crazy. He
seems to slide back and forth from the lane’s right tire track
to the left tire track, but almost never cruises right down the
center of the lane. Back and forth, back and forth, in what
seems an erratic, inconsistent way. Why doesn’t this guy
just get right in the center track of the lane and stay there?
I’d think he’d be safest by staying in one place the whole
way to work.

especially when most everybody else behind the wheel
during their commute have their heads somewhere other
than their driving. By being a moving target, so to speak,
he attracts your notice (as well as other drivers’ notice too)
and that substantially reduces his risk and yours.
Two other reasons he doesn’t ride right down the center of
his own lane are: (1) over time, tire wear (especially from
heavy commercial traffic) creates a crown in the center of the
lane where road oil and other chemicals and debris collect.
He’s avoiding getting punctures in his tires by avoiding
that crown. (2) Additionally, when moisture dampens that
crown, it’s the first to get slippery. He’s happy that you and
all your other four-wheeled friends are polishing off the

—Wondering About The Wanderer

slippery pavement for him.

Dear Wondering,

SIDE BY SIDE OR STAGGERED

You’ve practically answered your own question by
admitting that your two-wheeled escort rider is doing
something noticeable. The last thing a seasoned rider wants
is to become unnoticeable—just part of the landscape—

Dear Mr. Moto,
Now and then, my family and I will be driving along and
a couple of motorcycle cops will pass us by riding side-byside in the outside lane. A little later, a group of non-police

Nobody has more Fun than “G”!
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riders will go by, riding in staggered formation. What’s the

NBCNews.com reports that pedestrian deaths soared by 25

deal? Is one way better than the other?

percent between 2010 and 2015 according to the Governors

—Sunday Driving Sydney

Highway Safety Association. More than 28,000 pedestrians
were killed by cars nationally during that period. The

Dear Sidney,

distracting use of smartphones by both pedestrians and

I’ll bet you loved the TV show CHIPs as much as I did!

drivers is believed to be a major factor in the increase.

Didn’t Ponch and Jon look cool riding side-by-side?
Despite how dramatic looking that way of riding is, it’s not

The speed limit in the school zone close to our house is 20

recommended except for professional motor officers who

mph and, uh, ‘scuse me, that’s my cell phone buzzing…

have practiced the skill and who spend hours daily riding
two by two. (Indeed the practice may be prohibited in some
jurisdictions.)

DOUBLE-FAST PASSER’

For most non-professional riders, riding in staggered

Dear Mr. Moto,

formation is safer. By allowing a two-second trailing

While driving at the posted speed limit on a super

margin between bikes in the same track and a 1-second

highway recently, I was content to settle in about a quarter

margin between bikes in adjacent tracks, there’s a scosh

mile behind an 18-wheeler doing the proscribed 65 mph.

more reaction time for everyone, should it be needed.

Suddenly, a couple on a fire-breathing crotch rocket passed
us both at about 80, then settled down to the posted speed

DON’T TEXT 4 LESS WRECKS

about a half mile ahead of the truck. What was that all
about? Just showing off for his girlfriend?

Dear Mr. Moto,
We’ve been reading a lot about the dangers of driving a

Dear Double-Fast

vehicle while using one’s cell phone to text someone else.

While it’s certainly possible the guy was trying

My buddy and I were talking about all the attention this

to impress his backseat baby, there’s actually a pretty

was getting, but he was pretty dismissive about it, saying

substantive reason why the biker wanted to get by both you

it might be serious if driving at highway speeds (60 or 70

and the truck quickly. The trucker’s vision is very limited,

mph), but what’s the big deal if you’re just piddling down a

so passing slowly is a bad idea. Then too, tires can throw

neighborhood street at say 15 or 20?

up road debris or delaminate, casting a steel cord-ridden
“alligator” into a bike’s path. The fact that the sport bike

Dear Text 4,

rider slowed back to legal speed after safely getting by the

Ask your buddy to step out into the street and try to catch a

truck indicates he probably just wanted to get back into a

two-ton sedan by its front bumper. No, on second thought,

safety pocket ahead of the truck where he’d be visible to the

don’t give him any not-so-bright ideas.

trucker and less exposed to potential harm.
Got a question for Mr. Moto? Send it to the editor of this
newsletter.
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Guest GWRRA
Rider Education
“THE

EYES HAVE IT”

by Ace (Howie) Peterson
Guest Educator  CO-Q
This month’s offering comes from three very disparate
backgrounds plus one of our favorite resource sites, no, not
twitter! And backgrounds regarding some items we have
discussed or heard recently. However, I will attempt to
“spin” all this in a somewhat different direction and manner
to keep from belaboring some points of information.
Hopefully your eyes don’t glaze over before reaching the
end of the article! Let’s give it a try regardless; and if you
want to skip to the ending, fine.
The data this time comes from our Region Educator Mike
Werner, one of my favorite safety authors Ken Condon, and
yes, even Jay Leno, plus a smattering of stuff from Google.
How is that for finding information in the not so familiar
places?
One of the age old questions we have often heard, is the
hand faster than the eye?  The answer lies at the end of the
article. Speed is a topic that enters into that answer plus the
discussion which follows this short paragraph.
First take a look at what Mike Werner has written. His
March article in the District newsletter covered distracted
driving and stopping distance. We will concern ourselves
about the second half of that sentence.   The formula for
stopping distance is “current speed times 1.5” which equals
stopping distance in feet per second. A vehicle traveling (he
used Semi tractor rig) at 65 MPH as current speed using the
factor for feet per second, 1.5 equals 97.5 feet per second
to completely stop. Consider a vehicle traveling at 60 MPH

is moving at 88 feet per second and the stopping distance
“test wise” is 120-140 feet.  The norm is actually twice that
for the average operator. A lot can happen in a few seconds,
and this is not factoring in the total time to completely stop.
Now hold that thought for a bit and it will come into context
a little later.
Onto Google as speed relates to the eyes. The “average” eye
speed is 400 FPS of electrochemical neuro impulse.  That
is a mouthful! In layman’s terms that equates to the time of
recognition of some “object” into the recognizable picture
in the brain as to the what, when, how, portion of assembling
the data seen into something that we can identify.  On the
average we blink our eyes every 15-20 times per minute and
each blink equals 1/5 of a second. Average reaction time is
0.25 seconds to the stimulus portion of the brain; then 1.5
seconds to action or reaction, IF we are in the “moment”
and not somewhere else visually or internally. Now factor in
all the other variables physical, mechanical, and conditional
that exist at any moment in time, play with numbers given
and we should be getting a picture of how speed interacts
with all aspects of vehicle operation. More later on as to
how this interacts with everything else.
Now Jay Leno! An interview in the May issue of Motorcyclist
magazine had a very interesting observation as relates to
speed. In this context he is discussing the speed inherent in
the new breeds of motorcycles and perhaps “why” as who
can wind these monsters out legally anywhere other than a
track.  The quote is, “you get to the point where you can
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literally outrun you eyesight”! Refer to the paragraphs
above and you can see that is really true, as in the point of
images being transmitted to the brain do not have time to
become locked into a recognizable vision, especially if we
are “not there”. Yes, we are seeing, however, the picture is
still in mosaic form. A moment’s time of looking away can
lead to catastrophe when we look back and some object is
looming in front of us.
Now for Ken Condon also from the same magazine issue.
The article is titled “Brake Check” on page 92.  This is a
lesson involving following too close and splitting our
attention from riding to other items. In this case, it involved
a 600 pound motorcycle rear ending another similar unit as
the author went from looking away, being too close, and
not mentally being able for the brain to factor in all the
speed stuff a paragraph or so back in this article. Go back
to the speed the eye can see, and how long it takes the eye to
process the image for mental comprehension, and perhaps
then the results of his story can be truly understood.
Let’s now return to our last chapter meeting with Nick
Hoppner’s lesson on the word Saccade as to how it fits into
this article. As a refresher, Saccade is the simultaneous
movement of both eyes between two or more phases of
fixation in some direction.  Got that?  As Nick explained the
eye is taking a series of photos, relaying these to the brain,
and from there to the nerve nodes for action.  The Saccade
effect says the photo gets to the eye extremely quick,
however, there a lot of other items taking place within the
same time frame, some dealing with the photos coming in,
some dealing with physiological issues, and some dealing
with, well, whatever. Within all this data, the brain has
to sort out what is the priority the synapse’s are “firing”
at any given moment in time. Sure, all these factors are
happening at warp speed in our brain so to speak, so there
is a given lag time before the impulses are sent to trigger
needed reactions.  This lag time can be 1/10’s of seconds
to perhaps one or two seconds; and then there is the lag

time for muscles to function, and appropriate action starts
being taken. And during all this “time” the vehicle is still
progressing forward, perhaps a correlation of the Jay Leno
statement above.
All this is data is completely comprehensible, right? Sure,
you betcha!  The bottom line is perhaps even though speed
can be our friend; speed becomes a force to be reasoned
within safe operating parameters. Accompanied by
aforementioned reaction times, road conditions, tire factors,
weight of load, and etc. the laws of physics still remain
immutable.  There is only so much time available to perform
safe actions of any sort within the operating parameters.
The eyes can tell us a lot of information, and even though
the eyes pass such information on quickly in doing their job,
micro-seconds can be an eternity in emergency situations.
There is article dealing along similar lines entitled
“VEHICLE STOPPING DISTANCE AND TIME” I
found on Wikileaks while researching some of this article.
However, rather than clutter up our brains with more tech
talk, I encourage you to look it up, and perhaps there will be
an article that deals with this subject all by itself.
Is the hand faster than the eye? Within the context of total
speed, most likely not; in the context of perception and
acknowledgement of action, maybe so……Just place it all
in proper perspective.
ADDENDUM:  A video sent to me on You Tube had a few
startling facts(?) mentioned by the narrator. BMW has a
prototype motorcycle similar to the unit Honda brought
out a couple months ago which has stabilizers built in to
keep the unit vertical even when someone is not on it. Now,
the same person stated “motorcycles will become so safe
the rider(s) will not need a helmet for safety, not ever”!
Alternative facts if I ever heard any!
AS ALWAYS, RIDE WITH PRIDE AND CONFIDENCE!
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Member Wanted or For Sale

This is for Chapter Members to advertise for Motorcycle items that they are looking for or that they have for sale. Items will
run for three months and then be deleted unless instructed to keep running by the chapter member.

Member for Sale
1989 GL1500 Gold Wing. This bike is in great shape with only 65000 original miles. Includes cover.
Asking Price is $3000.00   For more Information, Call Steve Currier at 603-381-4907 in Groveton,
N.H. Steve is a former C/D of Chapter NH-H up in the North Country of New Hampshire. Steve’s
email address is: scurrier5@yahoo.com. Photos below.
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Member Wanted or For Sale

This is for Chapter Members to advertise for Motorcycle items that they are looking for or that
they have for sale. Items will run for three months and then be deleted unless instructed to
keep running by the chapter member.

FOR SALE: 2010 Pearl Hot Rod Yellow Gl1800 and Escapade 25 cubic foot trailer.
Trailer is a 2004, painted in 2010 to match
bike. Trailer has upgraded undercarriage.  
68,000 miles on bike. Well maintained, garage
kept, really good shape. Extras include, but
not limited to, a Garmin 2720 with mounts and
power for either passenger or driver, mirrored
inserts on front fender, Tulsa windscreen
(have stock one), Baker wings, full set,
including mirror wings, directional lights on
mirrors, chrome lighted trunk and saddlebag
moldings (have stock ones), J&M passenger
controller, passenger transformer boards, 12
volt receptacles in left pocket and always
hot one in the trunk, trailer hitch (vertical)
with isolation harness, headlight modulator,
headlight “eye brows”, LED lights, Eastern
Beaver fuse panel in trunk, Honda CB radio,
headlight modulator, belly   pan, Traxxion
Suspension front and rear, Sat Radio will be
removed, but connections will remain on the
bike, One full and one half cover, mud flap.
I have two keys (Honda) and remote, 2 new
HJC helmets with headsets.
I have a lot of extras I will include for a
nominal price. Front and rear wheel, with
new bolts for front brake disks, summer and
winter jackets and rain suits, oil, filters, crush
washers, Lift, shop manual, multi disk set by
Mr. Harmon, and more.
Really want to sell all as a package, rather
than part things out. Local pickup preferred,
but I can deliver on your dime, within a
“reasonable” distance. We can negotiate.
Bike alone worth 14,000+, trailer $2500.
Asking $13,500 for everything. (Bike and
trailer and extras listed)  Other items we can
negotiate.

Contact Sean at  978-927-2246.   Or email to seanginny@comcast.net No text please.
Leave a message and I will call back.

Nobody has more Fun than “G”!

..>99(>99(

Page 22

Member Wanted or For Sale

This is for Chapter Members to advertise for Motorcycle items that they are looking for or that they have for sale. Items will
run for three months and then be deleted unless instructed to keep running by the chapter member.

2001 Gold Wing – GL1800A1 – Blue, ABS brakes
Always garaged, excellent condition 50,600 miles, Bike show winner (Best in Show)
CB radio, 6 disk CD changer, XM radio, Garman GPS w/mount, Radar detector, Cell Phone
connection, all connect to helmet
Many chrome accessories and full light package, extra parts,
Hartco Custom seat with cloth eagle cover, back rest and passage arm rests
Heated hand grips, Tulsa windshield, Baker air wings, front and rear Progressive Springs, Belly Pan
Shoei Helmet – white, Bike cover, Luggage rack & bag, full bike cover, Aftermarket pipes
Price $9,800 cash or bank check, clear title, available Concord NH
Contact Ed Lewis 603-224-5812 or ed_lewis@comcast.net
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Think about advertising!
We would love to have your
business card HERE
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