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THE LAKES REGION WINGS
September 2017

Our 29th Year

From the Chapter Directors
Can You Hear Me Now?
Carole and I have just returned from out weekend away in
Rangeley ME. We put 640 miles on our bike in three days
of riding. Our bike was especially comfortable because we
had our stock OEM shock replaced with a new Traxxion
system.

the new tires, valve adjustment and spark plugs, and install
the new grips, new front brake pads and the new Traxxion
suspension. Sean did not mind that we had purchased most
of the parts ourselves and was happy to assist us in getting
the correct Traxxion solution for our bike.

The stock Honda shock has a rubber hose that goes between
the pump and the shock that fills the shock with hydraulic
fluid to adjust the shock from soft ride to a stiffer ride with
Levels of 1 to 25. Over time this rubber hose can expand
making the system less effective, especially if you happen
to be a well fed American like me. Traxxion manufactures
a hose replacement to alleviate this problem. Stu Oltman
covers this topic with an excellent description of the
problem and the solution in the August Wing World on
pages 29 and 30.

The motorcycle I picked up rode very different from the
one I dropped off. The new suspension was a night and day
difference from the OEM. The chapter could hear us clearly
on the CB during the weekend away, which was a pleasant
change.

I was discussing the problem with some folks at the
Sturbridge Rally and was advised to replace the entire
system rather than just the hose. Since I was already on my
second OEM shock since I purchased the bike in 2013 it
seemed like the right thing to do. Since Carole and I were
going to Wing Ding it made sense to do it before we left.
I decided to have the bike “gone through” to address the
shock, as well as other issues, and to make some changes
to improve the performance of the bike. We purchased the
Traxxion shock through Sean but personally ordered a
new Honda line CB, new Dunlop E4 tires and some larger
handgrips since I seemed to be having trouble with my
hands going to sleep on longer rides.
Not being well versed in knowing how to do all the work
myself I had to decide where I would get the work done.
I had met Sean Menard of Menard Motor Sports several
times at Chapter gatherings and liked him, plus I had
gotten great feedback from folks that have had him work
on their bikes. I called Sean and set up an appointment to
drop off my “baby”. I asked him to install the CB, mount

I can’t say enough great things about Sean Menard. I was
very pleased with the repair process and confident in Sean
knowing that he is a Gold Wing Specialist. I knew my bike
was in good hands and it would be done properly. I can’t
say that I have always felt this way when dropping off my
bike for service at other shops. The pricing was fair and I
received the GWRRA membership discount of 10%.
While Sean is farther away from where we usually take
the bike I won’t hesitate to take my business to him in the
future. I highly recommend that if you need work done you
consider Sean Menard of Menard Motor Sports.
Hope to see you on the road soon and remember it’s OK to

Carole
& John
Sheehan
NH Chapter G
Directors
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Sweet Memories
The weekend away is behind us and we had 23 people
attend including several for NH-E and NH-A. I think
everyone had a good time.
Phil and Linda Allard, John & Carole Sheehan, Charlie
Collins, and Ron & Susie Black (NH-E) and Michelle
Shepard & Armand Guilmette (NH-E) drove up on
Thursday to avoid the rain. We spent Friday playing
games (bowling, air hockey and darts) at Moose Alley.

Everyone else showed up on Friday. Some folks
headed off the 45th Parallel for dinner. It is a small local
restaurant and we arrived just at the right time. Our
waitress was fabulous.
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After dinner we started the weekend off with an Ice
Cream Social at 8:30. It was fun to build your own
sundae and there were lots of toppings to choose
from. If you went away wanting more it was your own
fault. I can’t believe I forgot to take pictures...I thought
I had but there are none in my phone…sigh.
Saturday was a perfect day to ride and we left with
11 bikes and a chase car driven by Bob & Madelyn
Sprague. Bob & Beryl Reid did an AMAZING job
preplanning the ride. We owe them a huge THANK
YOU for all the time and effort they put into
planning this ride.
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Lunch at the Campfire Grille
There were also fun games. I will have to get pictures
in the next issue. I was playing so did not get any
pictures.
•
•

Poop In a Bucket
Not So Newlywed Game – There was a four
way tie so we drew a winner from the winners
and Ron & Susie Black won a $60 Country
Club Inn Dinner Gift Certificate, donated by
Margie & Steve proprietors of the Inn.

Sunday morning came and everyone headed home. It
was another beautiful day to ride!
Disclaimer: It is not easy to plan any event and
there will always be room for improvements. As we
do more events we will get better at improving the
experience. While we appreciate your feedback, if you
feel strongly about how things can be better I would
ask you to volunteer and participate in the planning
and execution of the next event. Trust me when I say
the leadership team is happy to share the work.
Thank you to everyone who attended:

BBQ Dinner at the Country Club Inn

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Bob & Beryl Reid
John & Carole Sheehan
Bob & Madelyn Sprague
Ron & Susie Black
Ed & Denise Heath
Mark & Virginia Perkins
Carol & Vic Cloutier
Charlie Collins
Russ & Cathy Neal
Dave & Bonnie Bolster
Michelle & Armand Shepard
Phil & Linda Allard

We look forward to next year’s weekend away. I
have suggested that maybe we can do a NH District
Weekend Away, but even if that does not happen we
will definitely get away again!
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As We Head Into Fall…
The season is winding down but we still have some
great weather to get out there and ride. The Monthly
Gathering is September 10th and we will hopefully
have a great ride planned.
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For November we are thinking about taking a Saturday
and doing an afternoon paint session followed by
dinner.

The Dillon’s have planned a foliage ride for the October
8th ride but we need a ride leader to pre-ride the route
and lead the ride. If you are interested please let us
know so we can get you the route, break and lunch
information.

September 27th
6 PM
Tilton Diner
61 Laconia Rd
Tilton, NH
For October it would
be fun if we could
plan a Halloween
party for games and
fun! Costumes could
be optional but what
fun we could have.
Anyone interested
in hosting a pot luck
costume party?

November is the kick off to the holiday season and right
after Thanksgiving the Laconia Christmas Village.
Bob Hamel participates in this event each year. It would
be great if we could add this to our annual events and
volunteer our time and talents. From making cookies
to volunteering some hours on site we could make a
real difference in a child, disabled or seniors life.

Saturday, December 9th at 6:00 PM
NH-G Christmas Party
More details will be coming soon

Nobody has more Fun than “G”!
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N.H. DISTRICT STAFF
GWRRA President, Anita Alkire
800-843-9460
president@gwrra.org
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NH Chapter G STAFF
Chapter Directors, Carole & John Sheehan
directors.nhg@gmail.com

603-973-4011

Assistant Chapter Directors, Beryl & Bob Reid
bobnberyl@metrocast.net
603-892-6854

International Director of GWRRA, Ray & Sandy Garris
800-843-9460
director@gwrra.org
Region B Directors, Tom & Renee Wasluck
		570-474-1014
regionbdirectors.tom.renee@gmail.com
2017 Region B couple of the Year
Bob & Julie Ahear
		301-997-1254
rahearn914@aol.com

Chapter Treasurer, Linda Allard
LPAllard1954@comcast.net

603-491-9377

Membership Enhancement Coordinators
Meri & Lee Hirtle
msgtlee@metrocast.net
Chapter Store Keepers, Bob & Kaye Hamel
rhamel2@myfairpoint.net
603-524-6360
Chapter Educator, Mike Vaillancourt
gwrra.nh-g@comcast.net

603-276-0715

Chapter Ride Coordinator, Please Volunteer

NH District Directors, David & Bonnie Bolster
603-315-9471
gwrranh.district@gmail.com
NH Asst. District Director, Ron & Susie Black
603-532-9342
darkcat1@myfairpoint.net
NH District Educator, Dick Bernier
978-496-4363
rbernier123@gmail.com

Chapter Photographer, Bob Reid
bobnberyl@metrocast.net

603-892-6854

Chapter G Goodwill Ambassador, Charles Collins
			
603-875-0184
Chapter Sunshine Coordinator, Kaye Hamel
rhamel2@myfairpoint.net
603-524-6360
2017 Chapter Couple of the Year, Meri & Lee Hirtle
msgtlee@metrocastnet

District Memb. Enhancement Coord., Carole Sheehan
603-973-4011
directorsnhg@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor, Carol Cloutier
info@brooksidestudionh.com

603-569-3288

Website Coordinator, Carole Sheehan
directors.nhg@gmail.com

603-973-4011

District Treasurer, Julie Bernier
Juliekb25@comcast.net

2017 New Hampshire Chapter Directors
A – Concord/Manchester ..................... Chris & Lynne Christiansen gwrra.nh.a@gmail.com
G – Laconia/Lakes Region .................... John & Carole Sheehan 603-755-3414 directors.nhg@gmail.com
E – Keene/Monadnock Region .............. Ron & Suzie Black 603-532-9342 darkcat1@myfairpoint.com
T – Hampton/Seacoast Region……....... Tom & Kathy Fallon 978-294-9772 gwrranht@gmail.com
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2017 Ride Schedule
Friday, September 22
NH-A
NH-A Monthly Meeting - Wingate Hall, Bethany Chapel - 54 Newbury Road, 		
		
Manchester, NH Dinner @ 6:30 PM Meeting @ 7:00 PM
Saturday, September 23
NH-E
Ride/Cookout, Pot luck, contact Bill Bascom bascomwd@gmail.com
Sunday, September 24
NH-A
NH-A Billings Farm - Woodstock VT
Wednesday, September 27	NH-G	NH-G Dine Out 6:00 pm - Tilt'n Diner, 61 Laconia Rd. Tilton, NH
Friday, September 29
NH-E
NH-E Monthly Meeting @ 6:30 PM at Emma’s 321 Pub & Kitchen
		
377 Rt 202, Rindge, NH.
NH-A/T
Saturday, September 30
NH-A Ride the Kancamagus Highway
Sunday, October 8	NH-G
NH-G Monthly Gathering & Foliage Ride - 8 AM Breakfast / 9 AM 		
		
Meeting & Ride Greenside @ Lochmere, 360 Laconia Road, Tilton, NH
Sunday, October 8
NH-T
NH-T Monthly Meeting - American Legion at 10am
		
232 Calef Highway, Epping, NH
Friday, October 20
NH-A
NH-A Monthly Meeting - Wingate Hall, Bethany Chapel - 54 Newbury Road, 		
		
Manchester, NH, Dinner @ 6:30 PM Meeting @ 7:00 PM
Wednesday, October 25	NH-G	NH-G Dine Out 6:00 PM - TBD
Friday, October 27
NH-E
NH-E Monthly Meeting - @ 6:30 PM at Emma’s 321 Pub & Kitchen
		
377 Rt 202, Rindge, NH.
Saturday, October 28
NH-E
NH-E Beech Hill Farm Hopkington, NH
Sunday, November 12
NH-T
NH-T Monthly Meeting - American Legion at 10:00 AM
		
232 Calef Highway, Epping, NH
Sunday, November 12	NH-G
NH-G Monthly Gathering & Ride - 8 AM Breakfast / 9 AM Meeting & Ride
		
Greenside @ Lochmere, 360 Laconia Road, Tilton, NH
Friday, November 17
NH-A
NH-A Monthly Meeting - Wingate Hall, Bethany Chapel - 54 Newbury Road, 		
		
Manchester, NH - Dinner @ 6:30 PM Meeting @ 7:00 PM
Friday, November 24
NH-E
NH-E Monthly Meeting @ 6:30 PM at Emma’s 321 Pub & Kitchen
		
377 Rt 202, Rindge, NH.
Saturday, December 9	NH-G	Christmas Party 6PM
		
Greenside @ Lochmere, 360 Laconia Road, Tilton, NH

New Hampshire Goldwing Chapter Gathrings
NH-G (Laconia)
2nd Sunday of the month at 8:30 am @ Greenside
Restaurant at the Lochmere Country Club
360 Laconia Road, Tilton, N.H
**Breakfast is at 8 am Meeting starts promptly at 9 am

NH-E (Keene)
Last Friday of every month at 6:30 pm @ Emma’s
321 Pub & Kitchen,
377 US Route 202, Rindge NH 03461

NH-A (Manchester)
3rd Friday of the month at 7:00 pm @ Wingate
Hall/Bethany Chapel (Adjacent to Manchester
Airport) 54 Newbury Road, Manchester NH 03103

NH-T (Epping)
2nd Saturday of the month at 10:00 am - American
Legion Post 51, Lower Level Meeting Room
232 Calef Hwy (Route 125)
Epping, NH 03042

Nobody has more Fun than “G”!
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Until the Chapter gets a Motorist Awareness Coordinator, Nick Hoppner from the
Colorado District, will graciously provide us with MAD articles. Editor

Free Brochures A Rally Benefit
By Nick Hoppner

Attending GWRRA rallies offers some of your best
opportunities that rank-and-file members as well as chapter
officers have to stock up on Motorist Awareness goodies.
At the Colorado District rally held in Salida this year, I
helped out our District Motorist Awareness Coordinator,
Peter Keppler by taking a turn at the Motorist Awareness
table. Peter had a variety of GWRRA-produced brochures
available for the taking, as well as a variety of “Start Seeing
Motorcyclists” bumper stickers.
Seems to me that these are great items to give away when
doing formal safety presentations to civic groups. They’re
also good to have on hand at every regular chapter meeting
so that participants can keep a few in their Wing’s travel
trunk. By being prepared to talk safety with the general
public, all of us are equipped to act as Motorist Awareness
spokesmen and women.
As is often the case, our Motorist Awareness table was
positioned side-by-side with the Rider Education table that
had lots of goodies to hand out. There were kick stand discs,
key fobs, pens and patches, as well as a variety of other
bumper stickers and brochures.
Among the brochures are two I found particularly useful.
Both were produced by the Motorcycle Safety Foundation
(MSF). The first, Quick Tips: Ten Things All Car and
Truck Drivers Should Know About Motorcycles, offers just
enough information in its ten tips to get motorists thinking.
For example:
Tip Number Three
Because of its small size, a motorcycle may look farther
away than it is. It may also be difficult to judge a motorcycle’s
speed. When checking traffic to turn at an intersection or

into (or out of) a driveway, predict a motorcycle is closer
than it looks.
Any of the ten Quick Tips could be used as the basis for a
Motorist Awareness article in a chapter or district newsletter.
(You’ll probably see me using them in months ahead!)
The second of the two brochures I found helpful is called
Quick Tips: The Importance of Riding Unimpaired by
Alcohol or Other Drugs. In just a few paragraphs, this
brochure counters the prevalent peer-pressure-driven biker
mystique of “riding from bar to bar. In my opinion, there
is probably no more pernicious attitude to spread among a
group of motorcyclists than the “let’s all drink some beers
and go riding” culture favored by many bikers. Again in
my opinion, it’s a culture that’s way beyond stupid—it’s
borderline criminal.
Operating a motorcycle safely involves many more
mental and physical decisions and actions than operating
a car or truck. Even a little as 0.01 percent blood alcohol
concentration (BAC) lessens a rider’s judgment, reasoning,
reaction times and alertness. Result: Having any alcohol in
one’s body increases the chance of crashing by five times!
To conclude this article, my recommendation for the month
is: take advantage of as many of the available freebie
brochures as you can find. Grab them, read them, share them
with others—both other riders and non-riders. Become alert
to motorcycle related magazine and newspaper articles. Cut
them out and save them to share.
We’re all in this Motorist Awareness game together. We’re
all in the business of saving lives.

Nobody has more Fun than “G”!
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Guest GWRRA
Rider Education
“on

the side of the road”
by Ace (Howie) Peterson
Guest Educator CO-Q

A recent motorcycle ride with some of my friends in the
Black Canyon Old Farts Motorcycle Club brought home
a different view point involving motorcycle difficulties.
After making a turn on one of our roads, a real twisty by the
way, to a destination we frequent, I noticed the absence of
headlights behind me. Slowing down, still no headlights, and
still slower, nothing! I start to get that sinking feeling that
something is definitely wrong, turn and start back towards
the junction where we had turned from our main route.
Soon I find two motorcycles upright, two riders upright and
moving around, and a feeling of relief sets in that thankfully
the riders are uninjured. Seems that our friends KLR had
thrown a drive chain, which by some maneuvers member
Chris Lindel and our friend had managed to get back on
the sprocket. However, as the chain tension was not right, it
was decided that we would ride slowly to our destination to
either make repairs or get the motorcycle towed.
After lunch, we adjourn to the KLR to ascertain what can
be done to right our situation. I realize our readers are
already thinking, DUH, call a tow truck! That could be
the correct answer if road side repairs so to speak cannot
be accomplished. We notice the guide indicators are not
aligned the same on either side of the swing arms, which
could have been one cause of the issue, perhaps along with
a hard downshift while making the turn a few miles back.
Regardless, tools in hand we start repairs which with some
brute strength we are able to loosen the tensioning nut.
Have you ever looked at the size of wrenches provided for
motorcycle kits? The nut most likely has maximum torque

applied at the factory, and we have a wrench five inches long
to break it loose! Anyway, nut is loose, and now what is the
correct tension? The wee book called an owner’s manual
is not a lot of help, so we are down to a W.A.G. Chris gets
up on Google while we are discussing the issue, and low
and behold, there is a U-Tube video in living color along
with voice which shows and specifies the exact procedures
and tension settings. Correct settings applied, and off we go,
with the admonition to apply a torque wrench to the setting
nut when in the home garage.
Using bit of spin on a popular T.V. advertisement, “What’s
in your tool bag”? I would presume that the majority of
us carry a few items just in case something goes awry.
Perhaps I could also presume that all of us have some sort
of motorcycle insurance which includes road side service
plus towing for some limited distance. Realize that not all
tow packages are equal! To get adequate towing, the rates
may get just a little pricey, so perhaps there may be some
reluctance to “tow” the motorcycle. A little plug herein; I
use Rescue Plus which after my research is the best for the
money. However, onward with the article.
Just what has all this to with rider safety you ask? Remember,
the title is Rider Education, which includes rider safety. So
I have told you all the above to discuss the rest of the story.
After the problem occurs (no real discussion of accidents
herein) the one main safety item is to get the motorcycle off
the highway and out of traffic. Now we enter the phase of

Nobody has more Fun than “G”!

GWRRA Chapter NH-G The Lakes Region Wings Newsletter

what is occurring; a flat tire is most likely obvious, out of
fuel, or a dead battery are the most usual issues while riding.
Regardless, it is now time to make that decision of, can it be
fixed, what do we have available, is the issue something we
are really capable of repairing out on the byways. Perhaps
the axiom STOP comes into play at this time; stopping to
analyze the situation, think things out rationally, observe the
issue and repairs options, then plan what is the best course
of action to take.
Using my motorcycle units as an example only, here is a list
of items that could be considered to alleviate a problem and
keep the ride going. Remember, these are only my personal
list, yours could be quite different. A packet of various sizes
of fuses; tool bag with associated tools including some extra
for those added items on the motorcycle; tire repair kit (plug
kit) (these need changed out from time to time); small air
compressor; tire pressure gauge; valve stem; of course the
owner’s manual; some extra wiring and splices; electrical
tape; small flashlights for o-dark-thirty; and a few bungee
cords to strap loose parts on for transport. In my wallet is
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my Rescue Plus Card, and of course the cell phone which
is attached to all of us, and would be of use if we have cell
service in our “trouble area”. Perhaps the one item we really
need to use is the ability to make decisions, and that may
preclude any attempted repairs, and a call for the tow rig.
When making this call it is important to answer all questions
including where the motorcycle is at the present time in the
“real” world, much like contacting 911.
And speaking of 911, realize that rider and co-rider safety
and treatment if the motorcycle issue includes a crash no
matter how bad or how little the injuries may appear. The
motorcycle can be taken care of later! It is disposable, we,
not so much!
There you have it folks, road side emergency 101 in a
nutshell so to speak. Remember also, the needed repair
hints could be just a U-Tube video away. And as usual,
RIDE WITH PRIDE AND CONFIDENCE!

Birthdays & Anniversaries

Happy Birthday and Anniversary to all those listed below

September 7		
Septemper 20
September 22

Bob & Madalyn Sprague
John & Carole Sheehan
David & Janet Moorehead

September 12
September 26

Vic Cloutier
Bruce Garry

Chapter G Wishes You All The Best!
Remember, We can’t post your Birthdays and Anniversaries if we don’t know the dates.
Let us know.

Nobody has more Fun than “G”!
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Member Wanted or For Sale

This is for Chapter Members to advertise for Motorcycle items that they are looking for or that they have for sale. Items will
run for three months and then be deleted unless instructed to keep running by the chapter member.

2001 Gold Wing – GL1800A1 – Blue, ABS brakes
Always garaged, excellent condition 50,600 miles, Bike show winner (Best in Show)
CB radio, 6 disk CD changer, XM radio, Garman GPS w/mount, Radar detector, Cell Phone connection, all
connect to helmet
Many chrome accessories and full light package, extra parts,
Hartco Custom seat with cloth eagle cover, back rest and passage arm rests
Heated hand grips, Tulsa windshield, Baker air wings, front and rear Progressive Springs, Belly Pan
Shoei Helmet – white, Bike cover, Luggage rack & bag, full bike cover, Aftermarket pipes
Price $9,800 Must sell $8,500 cash or bank check, clear title, available Concord NH
Contact Ed Lewis 603-224-5812 or ed_lewis@comcast.net

Trike for Sale

Official Shop loose leaf Honda Shop Manual for
a 2012/Second Generation GL1800 Gold Wing.
Manual is in a 6 ring binder.
Contact Ed Lewis at 603-224-5812 Cost: $50.00

Red 2005, 1800 Honda Gold Wing Hanagan Trike, with 65,820
miles on it. It has been stored in the garage all year round with
lots of extras. Items that will go with it are: Tour Pack, Luggage
Bags, Cover, Helmet with sound with CB radio, and custom
seat. Selling price is $18,000 cash or Bank check.
Call: Judi Lewis, 10 Harvard St., Concord NH 03301
Phone 603-224-5812
GWRRA Chapter NH-A Charter Member

Nobody has more Fun than “G”!
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Think about advertising!
We would love to have your
business card HERE
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